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FOREWORD

If vocaticnal educators are to make substantial progress in
improving secondary vocational education programs for special
populations, it is essential that they have information about the
characteristics of effective programs and realistic guidelines
for program evaluation. This country has placed great importance
on providing programs and services to special pcpulations. It is
essential that policymakers and decision makers at the federal,
state, and local levels have information that allows them to
optimize their limited rassources in order to provide the most
effective programs and services possible.

This report of characteristics of effective programs is one '
of two reports resulting from a study by National Center staff to

provide information about secondary vocational education programs

for special populations. The second report, Guidelines for

Evaluating Secondary Vocational Education Programs for Special

Populations, focuses on broad guidelines to use in evaluating
programs.

The National Center is indekted to the consul tants and to
the staff members who worked on the study. Consultants for the
study were Dr. Edgar I. Farmer, North Carolina State University;
Dr. Seymour Lesh, National Child Labor Committee; Dr. James P.
Lewis, Pennsylvania Department of Education; and Dr. L. Allen
Phelps, University of Illinois. The study was conducted in the
Evaluation and Policy division under Dr. N. L. McCaslin,

Associate Director, The National Center for Research in
Vocational Education.

The project was initiated and data collected under the
direction of Dr. Stephen J. Franchak, Senior Research
Specialist. The writing of the report was completed under the
direction of Dr. Floyd L. McKinney, Senior Research Specialist.
Project staff members were Marie A, Parks, Program Assistant; and
Robert A. Mahlman, Paul V. Unger, and Michael Smith, Graduate
Research Associates. Final editorial review of this report was
provided by the Editorial Services area of the National Center
under the direction of Judy Balogh.

The primary audiences for this report are vocational
education evaluators; national, state, and local vocational
educators concerned with vocational education programs for

special populations: and policymakers at the national, state, and
local levels.

This project was sponsored by the Office of Vocational and
Adult Education, U. S. Department of Education.

Ray D. Ryan

Executive Director

The National Center for Research
in Vocational Education

vii
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This study has attempted to identify the characteristics of
effective secondary vocational education programs for special
populations (handicapped, disadvantaged, limited English pro-
ficient, single parent, and individuals enrolled in programs to
eliminate sex bias and sex stereotyping). Data for the study
came from a review of the literature, on-site visits to local
schools, and a mail questionnaire to state coordinators of
secondary vocational education programs for special populations.
Based on the analysis of the data, the following were identified
as characteristics of effective programs.

0 Community Setting

= School personnel should encourage parental involvement
in the program,

- School personnel should actively and systematically
provide parents with information concerning programs
and services available to the parents and the stu-~
dents.

- Public awareness programs should be included in school
activities,

= School personnel should educate employers in order to
dispel common misconceptions about employing special
populations workers,

- School personnel should routinely be involved in
developing contacts with employers.

- Employers and other community members should hold
positions on school advisory committees.

o Classroom Setting and Facilities

- The number of students in classes with special popu-
lations students should range from 11-15 gtudents,

- Positive social interactions between special popu-
lations students and nonspecial populations students
should be encouraged.

- All students should have €asy access to and movement
through the classroom. .

ix 8




- Assessment of equipment needs should be made on an I
individual basis. I

- Special equipment that cannot be purchased should be
custom built on the premises.

= A school staff member should be assigned the respon- !
sibility of obtaining and providing information to W
special populations students on the types of special *
equipment available.

- School personnel should put forth an extra effort to

accammodate the architectural and equipment needs of
the students. :

0 Personnel Characteristics

innovative in the search for the most effective methods
of teaching each special populations student.

- Teachers should be positive role models and should
attempt to alleviate social rejection by the student's
classmates,

= School personnel should be nonbiased toward special
populations students.

- School personnel should enjoy working with special
populations students and should be willing and able to
work with students on an individual basis.

- Staff should be willing to experiment and should be i

- School personriel should show patience when working with
students.

- Teachers should have confidence in their apilities to
work with special populations students.

- Administrators should have positive attitudes toward
accommodating special populations students and be
supportive of teachers.

- School personnel should have expertise in their subject
field and additional training to work with special
populations students.




o Financial

- Multiple sources of funds are coordinated to maximize
their effective and efficient use.

- Funds should be available to maintain up-to-date
equipment and materials.

O Preassessment

- Identification of learning styles, physical and/or
behavior problems, and vocationail interests and
abilities should begin as early in the student's
educational program as possible, particularly before

the student enters high school or a vocational
program,

- Preassessment should be included as a part of career
education or career exploration programs.

- Vocational evaluators should conduct the diagnosis
and should prepare the recommendations for all
interested parties.

- A variety of assessment tools and methods should be
used during the preassessment process including
background data (students' family background, medical
information, and educational performance); personal
interview (students' interests, attitudes, and
behaviors); formalized testing (documented data on
students' basic skills and vocational aptitudes and
abilities); hands-on assessment (student experiences
the type of work invelved in the vocational program) ;

and exit interview (information is distributed to all
interested parties).

o Individual Education Plans

- All personns responsible for handicapped students should
be involved in the development of the individual
education plan (e.g., parents, vocational counselors,
special education teachers, vocational teachers).

~ The staff of the vocational education department should

be included in the preparation of the vocational com-
ponent of the individual education pPlan, particularly
the instructors who will be working with the handi-
capped student.

xi 1()




- Coordination should occur between the special education
and the vocational education inctructors in implement-
ing the objectives stated in the individualized educa-

tion plan and in evaluating the extent to which the
goals are achieved.

0 Modifying Curriculum

- Modifications should be made based on the students'
individual needs identified through the vorational

assessment process and the individualized education
plans,

- Professionals such as vocational instructors, special
education teachers, special populztions coordinators,

and administrators should work together to modify the
curriculum,

- Modifications should inciude changing the instructional
content, the instructional practices, and the instruc-
tional materials to coordinate with students' needs.

- Instructional content should be adjusted to focus on
subject areas that include self-esteem, basic skills,
work attitudes and behaviors, job seeking skills,

independent 1living skills, prevocational and vocational
skills.

Teachers should use a variety of alternative methods
and strategies for instruction based on the levels and
learning styles of students (e.g., individualized
instruction, competency-based instruction, job
simulation, on-the-job training, computer-aided
instruction, audiovisual aids, and group instruction).

= Instructional materials should be developed by special
education, vocational personnel, and other school
personnel to address individual needs.

Materials used for special populations should include
hands-on activities for students.

O Support Services

- Support services should be provided for special
populationg students and the vocational instructors.

= A full-time coordinator should be assigned to ensure

that the appropriate services are identified and
monitored,

xii
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A combination of edrcational agencies and community-
based organizations should be involved in providing
services to special Populations (i.e., health, social
service, welfare, and rehabilitation igencies, and
vocational education, special education, and regular
education organizations).

An effective and supportive administration should
ensure the implementation of services for vocational

instructors and for the special population student.

I rvice activities should be provided that address
ape.ropriate topics and involve qualified special
populations professionals on a consultative basis.

Vocational instructors should have teacher aides or
volunteers available for assistance with instruction in
or out of the classroom.

Vocational support staff should be available to assist
vocational instructors with any problems.

Program Evaluation

Teachers, students, administrators, parents, and others
who are involved in the program should also be involved
in the evaluation of the program.

A variety of input, process, and outcome variables
should be consid-red during the evaluation.

Evaluation reports should be used for program planning,
improvement, accountability, and legal compliance.

Student Evaluation

Student evaluation should involve monitoring the

students' skill development and personal growth in
attitudes and behaviors.

Information obtained through the evaluation process
should be used to inform students, parents, and
administration of student progress and what is
necessary to improve performance.

Traditional techniques of student evaluation (e.gq.,
written tests) should be altered (e.g., teacher or aide
readc test, or test items are written at lower reading
levels) to assess special populations students accu-
rately and according to their unique characteristics.

xiii 12
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~ Techniques most often used for evaluating special
populations students should include formal testing

(paper-and-pencil tests), performance testing, work
simulation, and observations.

0 Student characteristics

Although not a part of the search for characteristics of
effective programs, analysis of the data revealed t':e following
general characteristics of special populations students in
secondary vocational education programs:

- Immature behavior
- Short attention span
- Easily frustrated and bored

- Negative self-image and lack of self-confidence

- Lack of communication skills
- Performance below grade level

- Poor health characteristics

Family income generally at or below poverty level

Providing effective vocational education programs for
special populations involves a network of interrelated people,
processes, and structures. The characteristics of effectiveness
identified in this study function independently, yet contribute
as a whole to providiag quality vocational education programs for
special populations. The characteristics, however, vary across
schools and programs and are likely to vary over time.

xiv
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

IMPORTANCE OF STUDY AREA

The Carl D. Perkins Vocational Education Act of 1984 (P.L,
98-524), the Vocational Education Amendments of 1976 (P.L. 94-
482), the Education for All Handicapped Children Act of 1975
(P.L. 94-142), section 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973, the Comprehensive Employment and Training Act of 1978, and
the Job Training Partnership Act of 1982 (P.L. 97-300) address
the need for special populations to have full access to quality
vocat.cral education programs that lead to productive and
satisfying employment., Continuing federal interest in serving
special populations has been hampered by a lack of meaningful
information about how secondary vocational education programs for
special populations can be improved.

In the Vocational Education Amendments of 1976, Congress
prescribed at least 28 specific requirements related to federal,
state, and local program evaluation activity (Wentling 1980).
Some states had evaluation systems in operation that needed only
minor changes to comply with the 1976 mandates; however, most
states had to develop entirely new evaluation systems capable of
systematically evaluating all vocational programs (Smith and Holt
1979, 1980; Wentling and Russo 1978). A number of studies also
were commissioned by the National Institute for Education to
determine how well the states had implemented the evaluation
requirements of the 1976 amendments (Smith and Holt 1979; Beuke
et al. 1980; Wentling 1980; and Wentling and Barnard 1982). None
of these studies provided any specific information about how
states evaluated vocational education programs for special popu-
lations.

The lack of vocational education program evaluation informa-
tion for special populations deters efforts toward prodgram
improvement. Effective school research (Mackenzie 1983; Purkey
and Smith 1982; Sirotnik 1984; McKinney et al. 1985) suggests
that program improvement is most likely to occur when certain
conditions exist in a program evaluation effort. Conditions such
as stakeholder support, neaningful information, context-specific
recommendations, and stakeholder recommendations are essen:ial
components of program evaluation efforts if they are to result in
program improvement. Current evaluation efforts generally do not
include these conditions (McKinney et al. 1985). If meaningful
secondary vocational education programs are to be provided for
special populations, it is essential to have information about
the characteristics of effective programs and to have evaluation

guidelines that will assist educators to improve current program
ef forts.
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STUDY OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this study were--

0 to determine the characteristics of effective secondary

vocational education programs for special populations,
and

0 to develop guidelines for assessing the effectiveness of

secondary vocational education programs for special
populations.

The information presented in this report deals with the
first objective~~determine the characteristics of effective
secondary vocational education programs for special populations.
The second objective is addressed in a companion report, Guide-

lines for Evaluating Secondary Vocational Education Programs for
Special Populations.

DEFINITIONS

Special populations definitions used in the study are from
the Department of Education's Federal Register.

1. Disadvantaged--individuals (other than handicapped indi-
ic or academic disadvantages and

enable them to succeed in vocational education programs.
This term includes individuals who are members of econom-
ically disadvantaged families, migrants, individuals who
have limited English proficiency, and dropouts from, or

identified as potential dropouts from, secondary school
(1985) .

2. Handicapped--individuals who are mentally retarded, hard
of hearing, deaf, speech impaired, deaf-blind, multihand-
icapped, or specific learning disabled, who by reason
thereof require special education and related services,
and who, because of their handicapping condition, cannot
succeed in the regular vocational education program
without special education assistance (1985).

3. Limited English proficient--individuals (1) who were not
born in the United States, or whose native language is a
language other than English; who came from environments
where a language other than English is dominant; or who
are American Indian and Alaskan Native students and who
come from environments where a language other than
English has had a significant impact on their level of
English language proficiency; and (2) who by reason
thereof, have sufficient difficulty speaking, reading,
writing, or understanding the English language to deny

2
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these individvals the opportunity to learn successfully
in classrooms where the language of instruction is

English or to participate fully in our society (1985).

4. Single parent--an individual who is unmarried or legally
separated from a spouse and has a minor child or children

for which the parent has either custody or joint custody
(1985).

5. Sex bias and sex stereotyping~-sex bias means behaviors
resulting from the assumption that one sex is superior to
the other. Sex stereotyping means attributing behaviors,
abilities, interests, values, and roles to a person or
group of persons on the basis of their sex (1977).

STUDY FRAMEWORK

An organizing framework was necessary to determine the types
of information to collect to describe characteristics of effec-
tive vocational education programs for special populations and to
identify guidelines for evaluating such programs. an organizing

framework was also essential to give direction to the format and
content of the study reports,

The legislative intent of vocational education programs for
special populations is to provide educational and related serv-
ices that maximize institutional and individual outcomes. 2
framework consistent with this interpretation of the legislative
intents was developed by Russo (1980) based on the work of
Cronbach and Glaser (1965) concerning the Aptitude-Treatment-
Interaction (ATI) educational model. The ATI model maximizes
performance for each learner by ensuring an appropriate environ-
ment within which learning can occur. This study framework,
shown in figure 1, provides attention to the learner and to the
interaction activities essential to the design, implementation,
and evaluation of the diverse factors impacting on the delivery
of treatment. 1In figure 1, a number of inputs (staff, community,
and so forth) must be considered in the delivery of programs.

As Russo (1980) indicated, the study framework lends itself
to a decision-oriented evaluation approach. The interaction
processes are closely aligned to the Content-Input-Process-
Product (CIPP) evaluation model proposed by Stufflebeam et al.
(1971). The total study framework provides an indication of
areas to address in determining the effective characteristics of
secondary vocational education programs for special populations.




Interaction

T e e — e e
Q.
2

delivery

— s

[;ptitude Treatment

Student Staff Community Qurriculum Finance Facilities l \

Saurce: Russo (1980)
Figure 1. study framework .
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CHAPTER 2

STUDY PROCEDURES

This chapter describes the procedures used in conducting the

study. Information is presented concerning the study approaches
and the sampling plan.

STUDY APPROACHES

In order to provide a more comprehensive set of information
for analysis, the project staff used three different research
approaches: 1literature review, on-site visits to local schools,
and mail questionnaires. These study approaches were chosen in
order to provide a mixture of qualitative and quantitative infor-
mation. The combination of qualitative information from the
local site visits and the quantitative information from the
questionnaires sent to the state vocational education special
population coordianators permitted the project staff to substanti-

ate findings in a variety of ways from more than one source. An
overview of the study is shown in figure 2.

Literature Review

The literature review was ccnducted to determine previous
research in the area of characteristics of effective secondary
vocational education programs for special populations, to
identify guidelines for evaluating secondary vocational education
programs for special populations, and to assess where additional
information is needed to extend or modify what is known about the
evaluation of secondary vocational education programs for special
populations. The study findings indicate that the characteris-
tics of effective programs are similar to those of the general
effective school research. Minimal information is available

regarding the evaluation of secondary vocational education
programs for special populations.

Literature was obtained from a number of sources: Research
in Education (RIE), Abstracts of Instructional and Research
Materials in Vocational Education, Resources in Vocational
Education (RIVE), Current Index to Journals in Education (CIJE),
Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC), and Social
Sciences Retrospective of The Ohio State University's Mechanized

Information Center. Reports addressing the two study objectives
were obtained and reviewed.
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Site Visits

Sampling Plan

The selection of states and schools for the local site
visits was a judgemental process. States were selected S0 as to
achieve geographical balance, a mixture of urban and rural
characteristics, variations in vocational education enrollments,
and variations in pPopulation density. The local sites were
suggested by state vocational education staffs for special
populations on the basis of the exemplary nature of special
Population programs. State coordinators were asked to suggest
sites having the following characteristics:

O Assessment procedures that provide appropriate instruc-
tional, health, financial, and personal services.

O Assessment or evaluation procedures that provide incre-
mental programmatic improvement.

O Prevocational training for students that provides

vocational sampling or exploration prior to or
concurrently with actual training.

O Specialized or Supplemental instruction that provides

remediation or improvement of different basic educator
skills.

0 Staff development activities
of staff effectiveness in se
lations.

that provide for improvement
rving special needs subpopu-

0 Job placement and follow-up services that provide initial

placement and periodic review of special needs popula-

tions.

O Provisions of a mainstream instructional approach or
special classes are designed to prepare special needs
populations to integrate into the mainstream.

All local sites were Secondary programs 1
high schools, vocational high schools,
schools. The states selected and the n
state are shown in Table 1. Following the selection of the
states, a project staff member contacted state vocational edu-
cation officials asking support for conducting the local site

ocated in comprehersive
and area vocational

umber of sites visited per

exemplary secondary vocational educatio
Populations. States were asked to sugg
the special populations categories.

N programs for special
eést programs in each of
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TABLE 1

STATES AND LOCAL SITES FOR SITE VISITS

States Number
of Local Sites
California 1
Colerado 3
Nebraska 2
New Hampshire 3
North Carolina 1
Ohio 5
Pennsylvania 3
Texas 3

The site visits were designed to obtain information through
interviews and document-record reviews, Interviewing methods
were based upon the elite (open-ended) technique developed by
Dexter (1970). Within this framework, the interviewer sets the
context of the interview and then allows the interviewees to
respond in their own manner. During the interview each inter-
viewee was treated in a way that emphasized the interviewee's
definition of the situation, eéncouraged the interviewee to
Structure the account of the situation, and allowed the inter-
viewees to individually introduce their own notions of what they
regarded as relevant instead of relying upon the investigator's
notion of relevance. '

Initial contacts were made with a special populations
coordinator in the state departments of education. The coordi-
nators supplied the names of contact individuals at the local
schools., A project staff member .contacted the local school

One project staff member was on site for an average of 2
days. During this time, approximately 9 -~ 10 interviews were

21
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conducted in addition to the time scheduled for record and
document review. Interviewees typically included vocational and
special education teschers, teacher aides, vocational adminis-
trators, principals, vocational evalvators, counselors, supple-
mental services specialists, job placement specialists, and
students. The interviews averaged 1 hour in length. Several
individuals participated in second, and cccasionally third,
interviews. The individuals interviewed a second and third tine
vere able to provide additional information and ensure th.
accuracy of information. Although interviews were scheduled to
include representatives of the aforementioned groups, the project
staff attempted to interviow Dersons who seemed to pogssess "key
information" about the characteristics of effective programs.

After each day's interviews and record and document reviews,
the project staff member on site was able to begin the data
analysis by initially determining emerging patterns and themes.
This early organization of the data permitted the project staff

to probe deeper in those areas considered to be of major signifi-
cance.

Data Analysis Procedures

Patton's (1980) definition of analysis and interpretation is
helpful in understanding how the information obtained from the
local sites was analyzed. He writes, "there are no formal,
universal rules to follow in analyzing, interpreting and evaluat-
ing qualitative data (p. 268)." "Analysis is the process of
bringing order tc the data, organizing what is there into
patterns, categories, and basic descriptive units, Interpreta-
tion involves attaching meaning and significance te¢ ihe analysis,
explaining descriptive patterns, and looking for relationships
and linkages among descriptive dimensionsg" (p. 238). The project
staff identified patterns that appeared to be present in the
data. Those patterns represented the perspective of the project
staff members based on their understanding of the data collected.
As with any data, the readers will judge these interpretations in
view of their own understanding of secondary vocational education

programs for special populations and the environment in which
such programs operate.

The analysis of the information obtained from the local
sites focused on the study objectives and the components of the
study framework shown in figure 1. The transcriptions from the
interviews were reviewed and analyzed by the project staff and
organized according to the issues shown in exhibit 1. PReviewing
che content of the conceptual framework and the themes that

emerged from the data collected indicated considerable congruency
of substantive content.




EXHIBIT 1

THEMATIC AREAS FOR ORGANIZING DATA

A. Flements of Quality

1. General Context
a&. School setting
b. Classroom setting, including facilities and
equipment
C. Personnel characteristics
d. Student characteristics
e. Financial

2. Educational experience
a. Preassessment
b. Individualized education program
C. Curriculum
d. Instruction
€. Support services

B. Assessing quality
1. Evaluation

a. Program
b. Student

The first step of analysis was the coding of the informa-
tion. As the coding continued it became apparent that the
initial listing of thematic areas needed to be refined. The
thematic areas were combined, altered, or defined in slightly
different ways to reflect the data. As project staff worked with
the data, there was a continuing search for recurring regular-
ities. These regularities merged into patterns that could be
assigned to homogeneous thematic areas.

provided opportunities for diversity of opinions to surface. The
comparison and discussion of these differences frequently led to
important insights about the characteristics of effective
secondary vocational education programs for special populations.
This was a time—consuming and intensive process accurately
described by Patton (1980) as a process of " + - . constantly
moving back and forth between the phencmenon of the program and
our abstractions of that program, between the descriptions of
what has occurred and our analysis of those descriptions, between
complexity of reality and our simplifications of those complex-
ities, between the circularities and inter-dependence of human
activity and our need for linear, ordered statements of cause
effect" (p. 268). This frequently resulted in suggestions of
other possible findings and determinations of whether there were
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sufficient data to Support the new suggestions. 1In addition, the
data from the interviews were verified by the checks and balances
that resvlted from the combination of qualitative and quanti-
tative data.

In this study the Project staff was interested in patterns
and themes that emerged across all sites. This meant that
careful consideration was given to the unique characteristics of

each site and a determination made concerning applicability to
all sites.

Mail Questionnaire

Another major data collection effort involved the use of
mail questionnaires. The development of the questionnaires was
heavily influenced by the information gained from the review of
literature, by input from staff at the National Center who were
external to the project, and by input from consul tants who iden-
tified important areas for consideration.

Sampling Plan

The questionnaire was mailed to all states. Five question-
naires were sent to the States with instructions that they should
be completed by the state's coordinator(s) of secondary voca-
tional education programs for special populations.

Instrument Development

Members of the project staff used a number of activities to
identify the major variables considered to be related to effec-
tive secondary vocational education programs for special popula-
tions. In phase one, four consultants (see appendix A) were
asked tou identify appropriate areas for consideration. For this
activity, both formal and informal techniques were used. Infor-
mal techniques involved analyzing information from tel ephone
conversations with state and local persons and from meetings




In phase three, the questionnaire was pilot tested by four
staff members of the Ohio Department of Education. Following the
pilot-test the questionnaire was revised and printed,

Data Collection

The first mailing of the questionnaires to respondent groups
contained a cover letter, the questionnaire, and s stamped, self-
addressed envelope. 2 project staff member carefully monitored
the questionnaires returned and documented each response. Four
weeks later a second mailing was sent to the nonrespondents.

This mailing contained a Cover letter, the questionnaire, and a
stamped, self-addressed envelope. Potential respondents not
returning their questionnaire received a telephone call from a
project staff member urging them to return their questionnaire.
Of the 255 questionnaires mailed, 81 usable responses were
received. Some states did not respond, others returned one
questionnaire, whereas others returned two, three, four, or five
questionnzires. Responses were received from 35 states.

The 81 returned questionnaires represented a diverse set of
respondents. The respondents were asked to indicate to which
special populations categories they were responsible. Nineteen
indicated responsibility for single parents and sex equity and 17
checked handicapped, disadvantaged, and limited English pro-
ficient. Only three respondents indicated responsibility for all
special populations categories. The remaining respondents were
grouped as follows: six handicapped only; six disadvantaged
only; seven single parent only; seven limited English proficient
only; six sex equity only; three disadvantaged and limited
English proficient; four handicapped and disadvantaged; two
handicapped, disadvantaged, limited English proficient, and
single parents; and one handicapped, disadvantaged, limited
English proficient, and sex equity.

Data Handling

The questionnaires were checked by a pProject staff member
for inaccuracies and unrelated comments. Questionnaires wersa
visually examined ta address concerns of reliability and validity
of the data. The project staff followed a number of procedures

information was analyzed in such a way that no individual,
agency, or state could be identified.

Data Analysis

Two major problems concerning data analysis confronted the
project staff. The relatively low percentage of returns and the
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fact that a lack of homogeneity existed among the respondents.
The lack of homogeneity centered around the fact that some states
have designated coordinators for each of the areas of speciality
within special populations {e.g., handicapped, disadvantaged, and
so forth), whereas other states may have one coordinator for all
vocational education special populiation programs. Only simple
p2rcentages could be obtained for the items on the questionnaire
and the data had zo He incerpreted with extreme caution.

Summary

This study involved the use of three research approaches:
(1) literature reviews, (2) local site visits, and (3) a mail
questionnaire. These approaches were chosen in order to produce

a rich description of happenings at the state and local level in
regard to the study objentives.
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CHAPTER 3

FINDINGS

This chapter presents information collected from the study
sites--interviewees, document and record reviews, and obser-
vations; the mail survey of state coordinators of vocational
education programs for special populations; and the review of
literature regarding the key characteristics of effective second-
ary vocational education programs for special populations.

GENERAL CONTEXT

The general context includes formal education and a number
of influences outside of the formal education structure. In thjec
study the general context consists of the following elements:

(1) community setting, (2) classroom setting, (3) perscnnel
characteristics, (4) student characteristics, and (5) finances.
These cor:extual elements are Closely related to the inputs
essential for program delivery as shown in figure 1.

It is generally accepted that vocational education has a
substantial role to play in preparing individuals to be pro-
ductive members of the community. A valuable source of infor-
mation and support for enhancing the quality of vocational
education programs for special populaticns is the involvement of
parents and employers. The classroom cetting includes the
physical environment (architectural design and equipment) and the
social environment. Personnel characteristice include variables
such ag training, cxperience, and attitudes that affect teaching
abilities. fThe student characteristics include skills, apti-
tudec, attitudes, and the nature of the disability, or other
reasons the individual ig labeled a special needs student. Last,
finances have a direct impact on the quality and quautity of
resources made available to the program.

These variables interact to form the context of the learning
environment.. This study is designed to examine the presence of
these factors jin exemplary programs in vocational education for
special populations.

Cemmunity Sctting

The community setting includes involvement by parents and
other community resources, especially employers. Information and
support from both of these domaine is considered essential tc the
success of secondary vocational education programs for special
populations.
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Parental Involvement

Several interviewees emphasized parental involvement as a
key factor contributing to the success of their programs. One
supervisor stated "Parents are extremely important. Without
their support (programs are) not going to work." Another super-
visor added, "You have to have parental involvement." A teaching
assistant noted, "There must be some reinforcement in the home
+ + . We have to have parental support, "

Although there is a general consensus concerning the need
for parental involvement, getting parents involved is often
difficult. One counselor stated:

We have a lot of parents who could care less about what
happens to their kid . . . . This particular section
of (city) tends to have a rather apathetic parent
population. Part of the problem as I see it (is that)
most of the parents are just older versions of (the)
kids. My retarded students--their parents are
retarded. My learning disabled students--a lot of
their parents are learning disabled or disadvantaged,
low income, single parent, that type of thing. They
are just older versions. They are not necessarily more
capable than their children. Also, (they are) not
interested in participating in this system. It is not
comfortable for them so we don't have a lot of parent
Support at this end of town. (It's) a real dis-
advantage sametimes in that the kid has to make it on
his own, you have to work harder to instill values in
the kid, and you have to do it without the parents.

Parents may go beyond exhibiting apathy and actively offer
resistance to the programs. The results of Valentine and
Oshima's (1979) survey indicate that many special needs coordina-

discouraged from enrolling in vocational education programs
because of the parent's unwillingness to admit that the child is
handicapped for fear that the child will not succeed. Parents
may hold negative attitudes or experience emotional problems as a
result of or independent of, caring for the special needs child.
These negative attitudes represent a barrier to the effectiveness
of the program. As stated by Dahl, et al. (1978), "The influence
of their parents contributes much toward their becoming optimis-

tic, energetic, striving personalities or hopeless, defeated,
lethargic persons" (p. 30).

There is general consensus that it is important for parents
Lo take positive approaches and foster positive attitudes in
these children. The formation of attitudes associated with
Successful achievement is capsulized in these four processes.
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1. High expectation relevant to capabilities
2. Abundant praise for progress

3. Occasional prodding, scolding, or even angry admonition
as necessary to keep the youth on track

4. A relaxed sense of humor (Dahl, Appleby, and Lipe 1978,
p. 21)

The effectiveness of the program may be determined, in part, by
the extent that the program personnel can encourage thece
behaviers in the parent.

An effective program includes "systematic outreach to
parents of students with disabilities regarding programs and
services, and training available for parents" (National RRC Panel
1986, p. 1-11). Several of the interviewees touched upon this
important point. Making sure that parents are aware of the
programs available to them and their children is a key factor in
the svccess of exemplary programs. One interviewee stated,
"Parents often don't know how to get help. They don't know what
to do." A vocational education teacher indicated a need to "get
the word out to the parents that vocational education is avail-
able to the handicapped and disadvantaged so that they know it
is there . . . 1letting the parents know that there is something
available to them at no cost." A teaching assistant said that
efforts are made at her location to inform parents by noting they
had "gent information home to the parents advertising the type of
programs that we have available." It should be noted that the
majority of the sites vicited now have programs designed to
increase parent awareness and involvement.

Parcntal involvement is required by federal law (P.L. 94-
142) during the development of the individualized education plan
(IEP) and in regard to due process. Effective programs observed
in this study went beyond this minimal requirement. It was
impox tant that parents were aware of the services available to
them and their children. Also, it was crucial for parents to be
cncouraged to set reasonably high goals for the'r children, and
to foster a "can do" attitude in each child.

The Naticnal RRC Pancl on Indicators (1986) suggested the
following criteria pertaining to parental satisfaction. The
panel suggested that the program strive to satisfy parents
regarding--

o the cpecial education program, procedures, and services
provided for their children, and with their children's
progress;
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O their level of participation and involvement:;

© the way their children are treated at school by faculty,
staff, and other students;

o their children's integration with nondisabled students
('Q. 5"’6) *

Community involvement. Public awareness and effective
communication linkages enhance the ability of the community to
serve as a support function to the program. As indicated by 9¢.6
percent of the administrators responding to Valentine and
Oshima's (1979) survey, the success of vocational education
programs for special populations is determined, in part, by local
commitment to provide services. In the same survey 68.9 percent
of the administrators indicated that disadvantaged and handi-
capped students are discouraged from enrollment due to a lack of
public awareness of the student's needs and capabilities. Tha
school district needs to "provide information that results in
community awareness of the student's needs, school programs, and
school accomplishments" (National RRC Panel 1986, p. 4-6). The
individuals interviewed at the school sites supported community
awareness programs as indicated by a counselor's desire to "focus

on a bona fide education program for the public, particularly the
employers,"

A basic function of educating employers is to reduce miscon-
ceptions concerning the empl oyment of handicapped or disadvan-
taged workers. Usual concerns are the possibility of increased
insurance and accommodation costs, lowered job performance
standards, attendance problems, and safety considerations. The
President's Committee on Employment of the Handicapped surveyed
employers and found that there is no evidence to support these
concerns (Dahl et al. 1978). The need to educate employers is
further recognized in Valentine's survey. Of the administrators
that Valentine and Oshima surveyed, 82.6 percent agreed or
strongly agreed to this statement: "Disadvantaged and handi-
capped students who have completed a vocational program are
successfully placed in employment by educating employers to the
benefits of hiring handicapped and disadvantaged individuals.®

In conducting vocational education programs, employers play
an important role in support services. Several interviewees
indicated that the key factor in determining the success of their
program is working with the employer. School personnel are
routinely involved in developing contacts with business and
industry. Employers become involved with vocational education
programs in a variety of ways. A common form of involvement at
the sites visited was through membership on advisory committees.
State coordinators of secondary vocational education programs for
special populations responding to the mail survey indicated that
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employer membership on advisory committees is often one criterion
used to evaluate community involvement in the program. Inter-
viewees indicated that community and business leaders also
support programs through donations or contributions, employment
of graduates, and that they support special activities such as
career days. The state vocational education special populations
coordinators surveyed indicated that although employers are often
involved in the evaluation of the programs, it would be desirable
if this involvement occurred more frequently.

Summary

Community and parental involvement are judged to be critical
to the success of vocational education programs for special
populations. Parents are encouraged to take an active interest
in their childrens' education and attitude development. School
personnel are sensitive to the demands on parents and offered
support whenever possible. Parents are well informed about the
programs available to them and their children and how they could
assist in the learning process. A public awareness program to
facilitate support from the community and employers is recom-
mended. It is especially important to educate employers in order
to dispel the common misconceptions of employing handicapped and
disadvantaged individuals.

Characteristics of effective secondary vocational education
programs for special populations concerning community and paren-
tal involvement include, the following:

O School personnel should encourage parental involvement in
the program.

0 School personnel should actively and systematically
provide parents with information concerning programs and
services available to the parents and the students.

0 Public awareness programs should be included in school
activities.

© School personnel should educate employers in order to
dispel common misconceptions about employing special
populations workers.

© School personnel should routinely be involved in develop-
ing contacts with employers.

© Empl- ers and other community members should hold posi-
tions on school advisory committees.
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Classroom Setting and Facilities

Information is presented below about class size, social
interactions, physical environment, architecture, and equipment.

Class size

The topic of class size is a much debated issue by educators
and noneducators over the years. The question is whether smaller
classes are better than large classes in increasing educational
achievement for students, and the research on this point is less
than clear. However, Cotton and Savard (1980) stated, "although
a certain class size cannot be expected to lead to any particular
outcome in general, the reseaxch does suggest that small classes
can be beneficial in certain situations. There are indications,
for example, that the achievement of disadvantaged, low-ability,
special education, or primary age students is enhanced by smaller
classes" (p. 4). The interviewees often expressed the belief
that small classes are more effective for instruction with
special population students. One supervisor stated, "The class
size is very, very important because of the amount of time that
must be devoted to the student." A coordinator for a special
program for the disadvantaged suggested that "[success] comes
where you have a small group and lots of individual attention."
The main advantage to smaller class size is to facilitate
individualized instruction. Potter and Igodan (1985) said,
"Class size will have effect upon classroom management. The size
of the class should be small enough to allow for individualized
instruction whenever needed "(p. 19). A teacher's aide suggested
"The classes should not be more than 15 . . . if you have a
handful of learning disabled students because they get too
distracted." Smaller class size allows the teacher to more
effectively hold the student's attention. Site observations
reveal that to maximize effectiveness the average class size
should be in the 11-15 range.

Social Interactions

The concept of mainstreaming is based, in part, on the
recognized need to facilitate positive social interactions
between special populations and non-special populations. Due to
prejudices in our society toward special populations, students
with special needs are often subjected to social rejection by
their peers and teachers. PRejected students are placed on a
lower social status in' the classrooms. Social status level
appears to be related to school achievement and personal adjust-
ment (Horne 1985, pp. 18-21). Johnston and Johnston (1980) noted
that "in order for peer relationships to be constructive influ-
ences . . . they must promote fee.ings of belonging, acceptance,
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support, and caring as opposed to feelings of rejection, abandon-
ment, and alienation" (p. 91). It is imperative that classroom
settings include positive rather than negative social interac-
tions between the special populations students and their peers
and instructors.

Physical Environment

The physical enviromnment of the classroom and building
affect the instructional program provided to the students. The
facilities must be appropriate for providing services to meet the
needs of students with disabilities. According to Potter and
Igodan (1985), "Any school housing handicapped students must be
adequate. Work benches, stalls, aisles and safety features must
be installed to accommodate both handicapped and non-handicapped
students . . . . Work areas should be spacious enough to carry
out assigned activities both in group or individualized instruc-
tion" (p. 18). If special classrooms are needed, they should not
be located in isolated areas of the school ({(National RRC Panel,
1986, pp. 2-9).

Architecture. An appropriate physical environment is most
important for physically handicapped students. One critical
aspect of the enviromment concerns accessibility to and from the
classroom, and movement through the building. Section 502 of
P.L. 93-112 requires the elimination of architectural barriers
that make buildings inaccessible to handicapped individuals.
Architectural modifications include ramps, wide doorways, eleva-
tors, and lowered drinking fountains, sinks, mirrors and tele-
phones. Tindall and associates (1980) provide the following
suggestions for modifying the classroom:

o Cabinets and drawers should not have protruding handles
that can get in the way of a wheelchair.

o Partitions should not have feet. These can be dangerous
to people who use crutches,.

© Desk surfaces should be adjustable to enable students in
wheelchairs to fit comfortably under them. The appropri-
ate height for a desk is 30 inches from the floor.

0 Right-handed desks should be convertible for use by a
left-handed person.

O All edges and corners should be rounded.
© Work areas should be wide enough to be usable by a person

in a wheelchair. The wheelchair should be able to make a
180-degree 3-point turn.




0 Classroams should be located near main walk areas for
easier mobility by handicapped individuals.

o Classroom aisles should be wide enough to be used by
people in wheelchairs.

0 Classrooms should have a reserved spot for wheelchairs.
It is & convenience and a thoughtful courtesy to handi-
capped students. A reserved spot should be positioned
inconspicuously and fairly. (p. 347)

Equipment. A second critical aspect of the environment is
the availability of the proper equipment and materials to accom-
modate special populations students. Assessment of these needs
must be made on an individual basis in light of the specific
characteristics and limitations imposed on each student. School
personnel should be motivated toward broadening the options
available to the students through the use of modified equipment
and materials. For example, a director of bilingual education
noted the need for materials written in English and in the
student's native language. It has been suggested that a school
counselor or resource person be assigned the responsibility of
providing information to the handicapped person regarding the
types of service and modified equipment and materials available
(Tindall et al. 1980, p. 365). Special equipment and materials
need not always be purchased, these items frequently can be
manufactured at the school. Vocational programs with trade and
industrial facilities have an advantage in this respect. These
facilities can be utilized to custom build special tools and
equipment., This important theme emerged throughout the inter-
views. For example, a vocational education teacher noted the
efforts to accommodate a student with an artificial arm. Special
gloves, fixtures and attachments were made to fit onto the arm,
enabling the student to weld. Another teacher pointed out that
most of the equipment needed was built in the school workshop.

Summary

The physical aspects of the classroom setting are an
especially critical issue for special pecpulations students.
Smaller class sizes allow for more effective methods of instruc-
tion. Laws require that the classrooms be arranged to allow
accessibility to and movement through buildings. Several sugges-
tions are made for modifying the classroom to accommodate handi-
capped students. It is suggested that special equipment and
materials be purchased or custom designed and manufactured at the
school. School personnel at exemplary sites put forth an extra
effort (e.g., constructing or adapting equipment) to accommodate
the accessibility needs of handicapped individuals.
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Characteristics of effective programs in vocational educa-
tion for special populations concerning classroom settings
include the following:

o The number of students in classes with special popula-
tions students should range from 11-15 students.

0 Positive social interactions between special populations

students and nonspecial populations students should be
encouraged.

0 All students should have easy access to and movement
through the classroom.

O Assessment of equipment needs should be made on an indi-
vidual basis.

O Special equipment that cannot be purchased should be
custom built on the premises.

0 A school staff member should be assigned the responsi-
bility of obtaining and providing information to special
populations students on the types of special equipment
available.

0 School personnel should put forth an extra effort to

accommodate the architectural and equipment needs of the
students.

Personnel Characteristics

"Obviously, in every educational situation the teacher is
the critical instrument.” This brief statement by one of the
counselors interviewed accentuates the importance of program
personnel, particularly the teacher, to the quality of the
program. Interviewees described the key factors contributing to
the program as dealing with some aspect of the attitudinal
characteristics possessed by the personnel who work with the
students. Attitudes of program personnel toward dealing with
special populations and the mainstreaming concept impact sig-
nificantly on attitudes held by the special populations students
and by their peers. Teachers should attempt to influence peer
attitudes and alleviate social rejection; these factors are

critical to the effectiveness of the educational environment
(Horne 1985; Weisgerber 1978).

Interviewees view several attitude-related characteristics
as important. One vocational education coordinator considers it
important that "people are willing to innovate, in other words,
that they are willing to try different things, make mistakes,
learn by the mistakes, and grow with the mistakes." A vocational
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education director stated the need for "a willingness to experi-
ment . . . bold efforts." Arother interviewee noted that
"instructors have come to realize that there is more than one
means of achieving the same goal." The need for a willingness to
experiment is also voiced in the literature. "Success comes as a
result of implementing the unusual, the out of the ordinary
method or technique which may motivate students and develop their
learning potential" (Beckwith n.d., p. 54). A related character-
istic mentioned by interviewees was flexibility--a willingness
and ability to adapt and modify one's program to fit the needs of
individual students. Although teachers manifest the desire to be
flerxible with the student, the ability to do so may be a function
of environmental factors. Class size and time constraints have a
direct impact on teachers' abilities to be flexible.

Those dealing with the students must be objective and non-
biased. One counselor stated, "Teachers should have no biases
toward slow learners." Program personnel must enjoy working with
students on an individual basis. They must be willing to set
objectives separately for individual Students rather than for the
group as a whole. One interviewee indicated, "Instructors must
realize that not all students learn by the same mode." A pre-
assessment evaluator attributed the success of the student's
vocational program in this way: "We have many instructors who
are very willing to work with these students and when they
realize that the student perhaps can't reach every objective that
other students would, then they are willing to select objectives
that they think are more appropriate for that student and really

zero in on that. They are willing to accept these students and
work with them."

"A special student requires patience, more time, and a
little more work on your part," according to a job placement
specialist, Interviewees emphasized this necessary character-
istic of patience. Some experienced teachers felt that working
with special needs students car be a frustrating experience,
especially when working with students with learning disabilities.

Administrators and principals must necessarily hold positive
attitudes toward the program and accommodating special needs
students. One high school principal stated, "Administration must
have a feel and empathy for these programs." Teachers generally
felt that administrators must be supportive of them and allow the

flexibility in programs that are necessary for innovation to
occur,

Negative attitudes toward mainstreaming are often a result
of teachers' opinions that they do not have the time, support

services, or necessary training needed to teach special popula-
tions students (Hudson et al. 1978; Weisgerber 1978). Stephens
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and Braun (1980) showed that a teacher's willingness to integrate
handicapped students into the classroom is directly related to
that teacher's confidence in his or her ability to teach excep-
tional children. The same study showed that teachers who took
courses in special education were more willing to accept handi-
capped students than those who did not take such courses. The
amount of course work in special education may have a direct
influence on the teacher's level of confidence in his or her
ability to teach exceptional children; the more special education
training a teacher receives, the more positive his or her atti-
tude will be toward teaching special needs students. This train-
ing may be received through formal course work or inservice
programs. Harasymiv and Horne (1976) found that teachers®
attitudes can be modified through inservice programs that provide
informaticn on handicapped students. Inservice programs may make
teachers less anxious about working with handicapped students.

The information cbtained from the on-site studies shows that
most of the teachers interviewed hagd master's degrees related to
special education. Others received training through inservice
education or other programs.

Characteristics of effective secondary vocational education

programs for special populations with regar< to program personnel
include the following:

0 Staff should be willing to experiment and should be
innovative in the search for the most effective methods
of teaching each special populations student.

O Teachers should be positive rola models and attempt to
alleviate social rejection by the student's classmates.

O School personnel should be nonbiased toward special
populations students.

O Schocl personnel should enjoy working with special popu-
lations students and should be willing and able to work
with students on an individual basis.

© School personnel should show patience when working with
students.

0 Teachers should have confidence in their abilities to
work with special needs populations students.

© Administrators should have positive attitudes toward

accomm~dating special populations students and are
suppertive of teachers.
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0 School personnel should have expertise in their subject
field and additional training to work with special popu-
lations.

Student Characteristics

As indicated in the previous section, one aspect of effec-
tive programs was for vocational personnel to have a positive
avtitude and the willingness to modify the vocational programs to
accommodate special populations. However, most interviewees
indicated that to eliminate prejudgments and stereotyping of
special populations in vocational programs, educators need to be
more knowledgeable of the factors that affect the student's
learning. A vocational coordinator stated, "Teachers have to be
aware of the problems and strengths of the students. This
includes knowing certain details about the student's personal and
educational background." Weisgerber (1978) noted, "It is impor-
tant to remember that labels, regardless of their origin, do not
provide enough educational information on which to base plans for
appropriate programs for handicapped students" (p. 6). Many
vocational staff members repeatedly emphasized that to change
biases towards working with special populations, society needs to
understand the characteristics of these students.

The Federal Register (1985) states that the categories of
handicapping conditions consist of mentally handicapped, learning
disabled, emotionally impaired, visually handicapped, hearing
impaired, speech impaired, orthopedically handicapped, multi-
handicapped, and other hezith impairments. Beckwith (n.d.)
indicated that mentaliy handicapped, severely training disabled,
and emotionally impaired students may exhibit one or several of
these characteristics.

0 Immature or impulsive behavior

O Behavior that seems inconsistent with chronological age
o Short attention span

0 Easily frustrated

0 Disrupts class: >om repeatedly

©0 Demands attention

O Overly sensitive to criticism

0 Negative self-image

0 Inability to follow written directions, but may be able
to follow verbal instructions (pp. 9-10)
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Interviewees did not identify student characterisiics based
on the different handicaps. In general, only a fow handicapped
students were in a vocational program at any one time. It wac
therefore difficult for vocational instructors to identify spe-
cific characteristics of each handiceapping condition. On the
other hand, special programs for the handicapped exist that
contain a substantial number of students for the instructors to
make genceralizations about the student characteristics. Many of
the characteristics indicated by Beckwith (n.d.) were also noted
by the vocational instructors, special education teachers, and
other staff members interviewed as overall student character-
istics. Interviewees however, stated other commonly found char-
acteristics of learning disabled, emotionally disturbed, and
mentally handicapped students such as: poor reading skills, lack
of communication skills, avcid new responsibilities due to over-
protecting parents, and parents sometimes exhibit a handicap.

In agreement with the interviewees of the schools visited,
Gemmil and Kiss (1979) identified characteristics of dis-
advantaged (econamic and academic) learners as follows:

0 Lack of communication skills

© Performance below grade level

0 Family income at or below the national poverty level
© Home environment detrimental to sel f-growth
© Exhibits poor hecalth characteristics (pp. 5-6)

Gemmil and Kiss (1979, pp. 6-7) alsc stated these characteristics
or factors affecting students' learning: poor attendan-e, nega-
tive attitudes toward learning, rebellion against autherity, low
levels of aspirations, negative self-image and lack of self-
confidence, ‘easily bored and short attention span, difficulty in
coordination, and demonstrat.on of anti-social behaviors. A
coordinator of a special program for the disadvantaged indicated,
“Disadvantaged students have a very low self-image and self-
esteem and negative attitudes towards other students. And some

of our students come from single parent homes and a low family
income,

Characteristics of limited English proficient, single
parents, and individuals enrolled in programs designed to elimi-
natc cex bias and cex stereotyping are not addressed in this
report due to the limited informatien collected on the character-

istics of these special populations from the schools visited in
this study.
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Key characteristics of special populations students are-—-
O immature behavior,

© short attention span,

© easily frustrated and bored,

© negative self-image and lack of self-confidence,

© lack of communication skills,

© performance below grade level,

O poor health characteristics, and

o family income”generdlly at or below the national ‘Pévercy
level.

Financial

On-site visits and the mail survey yioclded minimal informa-
tion on funding for secondary vocational education prograns for
special populations. Three questions in the state coordinator
questionnaire elicited funding information. Of these questions,
two received a very low response rate. One question requested
the total amount of the vocxtional education programming budget
for special populations for the past 5 years. The respondents
were asked to breakdown the budget in terms of each special
population group. These were further categorized into federal
and state monies for a total of fifty entries. The low response
rate may have been due to the amount of work required to answer
this question. The second question reguested the percentage of
the total budget for vocational education programs for special
populations allotted for (1) curriculum development, (2) equip-
ment and materials modification, (3) program evaluation, (4)
vocational assessment, (3) inservice education, and (6) other.
The information needed to respond to this question may not have
been easily accessible.

The question that received an adequate response rate was
"How adequate do you feel your current budget is with respect to
meeting the vocational education needs of special populations in
your area?" fTable 2 summarizes the results from this guestion.
For each special needs population, state administrators felt, on
average, that their budgets were closest to "somewhat adequate. "

Nacson and Kelly (1980) conducted a study for the National
Institute of Education to learn how and to what extent the voca-
tional needs of special populations were being met across the
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TABLF 2

SUMMARY OF STATE VOCATIONAL EDUCATION SPECIAL POPULATIONS COORDINATORS
RESPONSES CONCERNING THE ADEQUACY OF THEIR CURRENT BUDGETS
FOR MEETING THE NEEDS OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS

Frequency
Type of Not Somewhat Very Mean SD
Special Adequate Adequate Adequate Adequate
Populations (1] (2] (3] [4]
Handicapped 9 8 13 1 2.19 .91
Disadvantaged 11 9 11 3 2.18 1,00
Limited English 8 8 12 5 2.42 1.03
Proficient
Single Parents 13 6 8 5 2.03 1.07
Sex Equity 6 11 9 3 2.31 .93

N =81

country. One of the Primary research questions addressed how
resources were being used at local levels to support strategies
and programs designed to serve special populations. The respon-
dents were various staff and students at 15 sites that had voca-
tional education programs for special populations. In terms of
funding, the researchers looked primarily at the use of Voca-
tional Education Amendment (VEA) set-aside funds from the 1976
act. The following summarizes several of the Nacson and Kelly
(1980) findings:

¢ In almost all cases, schools target VEA resources for
special projects and activities for academically dis-
advantaged and handicapped persons only. FPew, if any,
funds are used for limited English-proficient students or
women.

¢ In terms of programs for disadvantaged students, there
exists little if any coordination between VEA resources
and funding from other federal or state sources.
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0 In terms of funding for the handicapped, VEA funds arec
often used in coordination with other federal and state
funds.

O VEA set-aside funds for the handicapped are used as an
extension of the basic grant, supporting separate voca-
tional programs rather than supplementing services for
students in mainstreaming programs. The funds are used
to purchase and maintain equipment for separate shops.

© Community-based organizations receive most of their
funding through programs such as CETA and generally do
not consider VEA funds.

© In many cases, the VEA funds are too small to have any
impact on the programs for the disadvantaged. In some
instances the funds are insufficient to warrant the time
and effort involved in applying for them.

0 Many states can not afford the matching provision.

0 The VEA requirements of matching funds do not help create
new monies f£or the programs.

O There is considerable confusion about the meaning of
excess cost

Vocational administrators at the sites visited expressed the
viewpoint that funding for vocational education programs ig
becoming an increasing concern. Sufficient funds were necessary
to keep vocational materials and equipment current and updated.
Therefore, additional resources were needed for vocational pro-
grams to function successfully for each special population.
Regardless of the sources of funding, it was important to receive
adequate funds to meet the individual needs of the students.
Based on documents reviewed from on-site visits and other states,
funds are provided by one or more of the following sources: (1)
federal government, (2) state and local funds, and (3) community
resources. The sources of funds utilized and the distribution of

money for the specific special populations category vary from
state to state.

Summary
The state administrators surveyed felt, on average, that

their current budgets were somewhat adequate for meeting the
vccational education needs for special populations. In light of
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current spending cuts, it is not surprising that the budgets are
not considered to be more adequate than this. The excess cest
provision has the detrimental effect of discouraging mainstream-
ing by providing greater financial rewards for setting up sepa-
rate special programs. The ambiguity in the meaning of "excess
cost" creates confusion among persons at all levels.

Characteristics of effective vocational education programs
for special populations concerning funding include the follow-
ing:

0 Multiple sources of funds are coordinated to maximize
their effective and efficient use.

© Funds should be available tec maintain up-to-date equip-
ment and materials

EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE

The educational experience is one of the most important
aspects of the overall success of special populations enrolled in
vocational education programs. In order to determine whether
vocational education programs are operating effectively to pro-
vide quality education to special populations, it is essential to
understand how each part of the vocational education experience
functions. Thus, defining the characteristics of effectiveness
in the vocational education experience in detail is a critical
step.

The educational experience consists of several interrelated
components. These components involve numerous professionals in
carrying out the processes, including vocational educators,
special populations educators, regular program educators, reha-
bilitation specialists, therapists, psychologists, physicians,
and others. The first component involves the preassessment
process that identifies the individual needs of special popu-
lations and provides information for placing the students in
appropriate vocational programs. The preassessment process is
used to aid the development of the individualized education
program (IEP) for handicapped students (2 major requirement of
P.L. 94-142). The IEPs are generally written only for handi-
capped students, although a few schools visited use indi-
vidualized education plans for other.special populations such as
disadvantaged or single parents. The preassessment process and
the IEP provide the basis for modifying the curriculum of the
vocational education programs. Next, support services are needed
for the special populations and vocational instructors to ensure
the success of vocational education programs. Support services
are used for assistance in the development of the IEP and for
curriculum modification.
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Pre—-assessment

In order to place and serve special population students
effectively in vocational programs, it is necessary to identify
and analyze their learning styles, physical and behavioral pro-
blems, and vocational abilities. Phelps and Wentling (1977)
indicated that the purpose of preassessment is "to identify and
assess the specific special needs of handicapped and/or dig-
advantaged learners prior to and during the early s*ages of the
instructional program" (p. 27). Also, Dahl, Appleby, and Lipe
(1978) noted that individual vocational assessment should consti-
tute "a comprehensive process conducted over a period of time,
involving a multidisciplinary team approach, with the purpose of
identifying individual characteristics, and education, training,
and placement needs, which provides educators the basis for
planning an individual's program, and which provides the indi-
vidual with insight into his or her vocational potential" (p.
103). The assessment process provides information important for
building effective educational programs. A vocational instructor
in one of the schools visited stressed that, "Vocational assess~
ment can provide a well documented plan of action in placing a
student into a program."™ If the students are effectively
assessed, the information can be very useful in planning and
developing instructional programs and supportive services.

The procedure of assessment is commonly referred to as an
evaluation or diagnosis. ‘The vocational preassessment process
was generally carried out by persons frequently called vocational
evaluators. In the sites visited, the vocational evaluators were
responsible for assessing the vocational interests and aptitudes
of new students that are identified as having special needs
through counseling, special education, or rehabilitation. Scelfo
and Henry (1978) define a vocational evaluator as "a professional
person who is responsible for the entire vocational assessment of
an individual student. This includes reviewing all referral
information, orientation of the student, planning, maintaining,
and coordinating the student's program, maintaining a written
case file, holding formal and informal conferences as appropri-
ate, making the termination decision, preparing the final report,
and ensuring student follow-up" (p. 40). Whereas a majority of
the vocational programs began in a student's junior year, most
evaluators interviewed note that to increase a students' chances
of success, assessment should start as early as possible.

Leconte (1985) suggested, "Vocational evaluation is of greatest
help when it is scheduled during the prevocational or exploration
stage of vocaticnal education programming, before specific skill
development begins” (p. 41). Assessment needs to be incor-
porated as a part of the school's career education and guidance
program, and should therefore begin as early as first grade or
kindergarten. One vocational teacher's viewpoint was that "the
emphasis here would then be just to make students aware of
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careers and to start them thinking about how they are going to
prepare for life after high school." "At the 7th grade level,
for example, prevocational and social prevocational inventories
would be given and used as guidelines to indicate to us where the
student is {skill wisel," according to a vocational instructor.
However, in most schools visited, vocational evaluators delayed
the preassessment process until a student's 9th or 10th grade
year, and sometimes as late as the 11th. According to a voca-
tional evaluator, one problem is that students reach the 10th and
11th grade and have "little or no awareness of work, what it is,
or how it is different from school and little or no vocational
career interests." When assessment is conducted at an earlier
stage, there is sufficient background information collected to do
a structured and accurate vocational assessment on the students
before they enter a vocational program.

The Vocational Assessment Process

Assessment usually occurs once & year as students enter into
vocational programs. The process generally consists of the
following: (1) the collection of background data on the
students, (2) a personal intexrview, (3) formalized testing,

(4) work samples or hands-on assessment, (5) general observa-
tions, and (6) exit interviews. According to the National RRC
Panel (1986), "Effective policies and procedures ensure that a
variety of evaluation methods are used to determine appropriate
programming and placement including review of the student's
records, observations of the student in various settings, inter-
views with parents and school staff, and formalizecd testing
procedures when appropriate" (p. 1-8).

Background data. Special populations students are usually
referred from the home school to a vocational assessment center
or facility for assessment by the special education department,
rehabilitation department, or school counselors. These depart-
ments and personnel often have background data on the students in
records and reports that contain family background, medical,
psychological, and educational data. The first component of the
vocational preassessment process usudlly begins with a review of
this collected background information to see what may be appro-
priate in the assessment and instructional planning process. A
special education teacher indicated, "Sometimes a student can be
perceived as nonfunctional in an academic setting but that may
not necessarily be true in a vozcational setting." In order for
the evaluator(s) to have access to such records, there is close
interaction between all personnel responsible for the special
populations students and the vocational education department.
This is indeed helpful to the evaluation staff for they are
generally serving all high schools in the district.
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The personal interview. The second component of assessment
is personal interviews of the special population students. From
the interviews the evaluator forms an idea of what student
interests are, what careers they would like to pursue, their
personal attitudes and behaviors, and any problems they may have.
One vocational evaluator believed that the "students themselves
can often be the best source of information because if you
approach it correctly, they know what programs they have been in,
what medical problems they have, and other useful information."

Formalized testing. Based on the informal student inter-
views and the perceptions of the evaluator(s) from the background
data, the third component is of formalized vocational interest
inventories and aptitude and ability tests initiated. The tests
take from 1 hour to 3 weeks depending on the student and the
school. Examples of some of the most commonly used assessment
tools are (1) The Differential Aptitude Test (DAT), (2) The
Talent Assessment Program (TAP), (3) Singer work samples,

(4) valpar work samples, (5) the Becker Reading-Free Inventory,
and (6) the California Achievement Test. Self-developed inter-
view forms and psychological tests are also used. " [Depending on
the level or needs of a student] it is real important to have a
variety of tests available for assessment," according to a
vocational evaluator. Dahl et al. (1978) stated, "Properly used
standardized tests, supplemented if needed by locally developed
basic s?ills tests, are valuable tools in the evaluation process"
(p. 114).

Hands-on assessment. The fourth component of the assessment
process involves work samples and another form of hands-on
assessment usually referred to as situational assessment. Situa-
tional assessment differs from work samples in that the students
are actuvally placed in a job setting in a vocational class or in
the community. One vocatioral counselor explained, "If you have
questions about what a student really can or cannot do and maybe
they show no great desire, attitude, or ability in any certain
area, then we give them a chance to try a class. Situational
assessment meanf not just dumping students into a vocacional
program and letting them sink or swim but giving them the chance
to explore vocational areas. This also gives the staff an oppor-

tunity to look at the student closely for a short period of
time."

One vocational evaluator stated, "The ideal assessment
center should certainly have situational assessment available."
All schools emphasized the need and importance of having hands-on
assessment--work samples oOr situational assessment. "Paper and
pencil tests or interviews do not always give an accurate reading
of the students' abilities. Work samples or situational assess-
ment are really the key to evaluation," according to one voca-
tional evaluator. Hands-on assessment runs from 2 days to 6
weeks. For example, one school allows 6 weeks for a special
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populations student to try six different vocational areas,
whereas some schools spend 1 week visiting two or three
vocational areas or a few days with an employer at the job site.

In most cases, it is beneficial for the evaluator(s) to have
some knowledge of the type of work involved in the vocational
programs offered in their school district. A vocational evalua-
tor stated, "By knowing such factors as what kinds of curriculum
materials are being used, teaching styles of instructors, equip-
ment available in the classrooms, one could then have a better
idea as to whether the student can function effectively in a
selected vocational program." Other vocational educators inter-
viewed expressed this view. If the student is placed, the evalu-
ator(s) know what type of supportive services are needed for that
student's success. There were a few instances where the voca-
tional evaluator would learn all the vocational skills so they
would have a better feel for what is to be expected of the
student. The vocational evaluator or some other designated staff
member (i.e., "work adjustment specialist") then spends time with
the student in the selected vocational classes or on the job
setting.

General observations. The next component of the assessment
process is for the evaluator(s) to observe students throughout
the entire process. Most evaluators express agreement with this
statement: "The student's attitudes, social behavior, motiva-
tion, ability to start a task, the supervision the student needs,
now much explanation the student needs, and his or her personal
appearance are important factors to note."

Exit interview. In most schools, the final component of the
preassessment process is to present the information collected to
all persons responsible for that particular special population
student. This information is presented in an exit interview.
According to one evaluator, "An exit interview is where the
student, special education teachers, parents, vocational
counselors, school psychologist, therapists, and all interested
parties get together with the evaluator, who then disseminates
the gathered information to reach scme sort of consensus or
agreement about the vocational goal [for the student]."

Summary

The literature review supports the views expressed by those
persons interviewed that accurate vocational assessment is a key
indicator of an effective program for all special populations.
Preassessment provides data on students' personal and educational
background, their personal attitudes and behaviors, and informal
formal testing of their interests and abilities that enables
educators to plan individual instructional programs and determine
the services needed. 1In addition, this information was used by
the schools to determine the vocational goals when they are to be
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included in the individualized education plans (IEPs) for
handicapped students.

The characteristics of secondary vocational education pro-
grams for special populations with regard to preassessment are
these:

o Identification of learning styles, physical and behavior
problems, and vocational interests and abilities should
begin early in the student's educational program as
possible, particularly before the student enters high
school or a vocational program.

O Preassessment should be included as a part of career
education or career exploration programs.

o Vocational evaluators should conduct the preassessment
and should prepare the recommendations for all interested
parties.

o A variety of assessmzat tools and methods are used during
the preassessment process including background data (to
obtain student's family background, medical information,
and educational performance); personal interviews (to
obtain information on the student's interests, attitudes,
and behaviors); formalized testing (documented data on
student's basic skills and vocational aptitudes and
abilities); hands-on assessment (student experiences the
type of work involved in the vocational program); and
preass»ssment exit interviews (information is distributed
to all interested parties).

The Individual Education Plan (IEP)

The Education for All Handicapped Children ict of 1975 (P.L.
94-142) requires that an individualized education program (IEP)
be developed and put into writing for each handicapped student.
Also, the Perkins Act states, "Vocational education programs and
activities for handicapped individuals will be provided in the
least restrictive environment in accordance with sec-ion
612(5) (B) of the Education of Handicapped Act and will, whenever
appropriate, be included as a component of the individuvalized
education plan." Although not required by law, IEPS were some-
times developed for other special populations. According to one
vocational instructor, "The IEPs are helpful at the beginning of
the vocational program because they give detailed information on
new students." The individual plan specifies students' present
performance levels, the educational goals, instructional objec-
tives, support services to be provided, and evaluation proce-
dures. A special populations coordinator emphasized, "The IEP
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has become more than just a legal document, it is a plan. The
plan shows the need for the total 4 year planning process that
will lead to either postsecondary education or transitional
employment."

Developing the IEP

P.L. 94-142 requires the IEP to be a written statement for
each handicapped student and developed in a meeting by a quali-
fied representative of the local education agency, the teacher,
the parents or guardians, and, whenever appropriate, the student.
However, at most sites visited, the development of the IEP's
involved a broader range of prcfessionals. As with the assess-
ment process, a meeting is conducted with the student, parents,

special education teachers, vocational counselors, and other
professionals as needed.

At most schools, staff members of the vocational education
department were responsible for preparing the vocational com-
ponent of the IEP, although it is not required by law. This
appears to be a very significant factor in order for the voca-
tional component of the IEP to work successfully for the handi-
capped student. A vocational evaluator stated, "Often the
persons preparing the IEP have little or no knowledge of the
vocational courses and therefore the program is too academically
based." As shown in figure 3, over one-third of the state
special populations coordinators indicate that the IEP's are not
serving their intended purpose. 1In exhibit 2, state vocational
education special populations coordinators responding to the mail
questionnaire noted suggestions for improving the IEP's. A view
of ten expressed was that the IEPs are serving their intended
purpose; however, tie vocational component is often excluded,
outdated, or very generic. As stated by one state vocational
education coordinator, "No vocational education is being written
on the IEPs and if so, it is so generic it does no good--voca-
tional teachers need to be more involved." A local vocational
administrator indicated the importance of involving vocational
staff in that "the vocational personnel can specify what support
services will be needed, what modifications should be made, and
what courses the student may need at the home school. Most of

this information has already been collected during the vocational
assessment."

Implementation and Evaluation of the IEP

In most instances, once the IEP is developed, it is the
responsibility of the special education teacher to monitor the
progress of the student. At several sites, the special education
teacher is generally responsible for working with the student and
the vocational teacher in monitoring student progress on the IEP
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that individualized education plans are serving their
intended purpose.

EXHIBIT 2

STATE VOCATIONAL EDUCATION SPECIAL POPULATIONS COORDINATORS'
SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVING THE INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PLAN

Figure 3. Percentage of state populations coordinators indicating

r—-—————————-—————————————-—-————-———1

More emphasis is needed on the occupational advancement of
the individual.,

IEPs are outdated and serve no real function in vocational
education. They must be updated yearly and vocational goals
must* be specific and clear.

Vocational goals and cbjectives should be included in the
IEP's.

There should be more coordination betwe.n vocational
~ducavion and special education in writing the goals and
objectives for a4 comprehensive vocational component.

Vocational education is not always written in the IEP, and
if it is, it is so generic that it is uselecs. Vocational
education teachers need to be more involved. Certified
personnel in special education should be used to help
develop IEPs.

When planning efforts in developing the IEP are done
appropriately, they work. Too often thess efforts are
considered extra paperwork and therefore not effective.

IEPs are not successful when teachers feel threatencd by
involving students and their parents in long-range planning.
Teachers must be willing o involve students and parents.

More attention
the course;
writing).

should be placed on the linguistic aspects of
in general, on languace arts (i.e. reading,
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objectives and goals. At the beginning of the vocational pro-
gram, the vocational instructor or special education teacher
explains to the students what they are expected to accomplish.
One vocational instructor felt that "students understand more
about what is to be expected of them when it is written in black
and white." An interview is conducted at the end of the year
between the special education teacher and the student and voca-
tional teacher to determine what objectives were achieved.

Summary

The individual education plan is intended to enable handi-
capped students to receive education of quality equal to that of
the nonhandicapped population. The law requires that special
education and other education agencies, in particular vocational
education, work closely to ensure the goal is achieved. Many
schools noted that this interaction is a key factor in providing
quality education to the handicapped. At most sites, the inter-
viewees emphasized the importance of providing vocational skills
for the handicapped so they can live independently and prepare
for the transition into the work world. State coordinators and
local education personnel agreed that by involving vocational
education staff in the development, implementation, and evalua-
tion of the IEP, vocational education can brtter meet the indi-
vidual needs of these students.

The characteristics of effective secondary vocational educa-
tion programs for special populations with regard to the indi-
vidual education plan are as follows:

© All persons responsible for handicapped students should
be involved in the development of the individualized
education plans (e.g., parents, vocational counselors,
special education teachers, vocational teachers).

o The staff of ihe vocational education department should
be included in the preparation of the vocational compo-
nent of the individualized education plan, particularly

the instructors who will be working with the handicapped
student.

0 Coordination should occur between the special education
and the vocational education instructors in implementing
the objectives stszted in the individualized education

plan and in evaluating the extent to which the goals are
achieved.
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Modifying Curriculum

After determining the abilities, interests, and educational
goals of the special populations students, the next step, accord-
ing to most interviewees, often is to modify the vocational
education curriculum to allow for these students to be main-
streamed into regular vocational education programs. The litera-
ture review indicated that by using curricula modified to the
individual needs of each student, special populations receive
equal educational opportunities. According to the National RRC
Panel (1986):

The primary aims of an instructional program are to add
to students' knowledge, to enable them to develop and
apply skills, and to foster the development of certain
attitudes, understandings, values, and appreciations.
To accomplish these aims, school curricula by their
nature must be comprehensive and provide a continuum of
options and services that meet the needs, awilities,
and interests of all students in a range of content
areas. It is important that the instructional program
for students with disabilities be appropriately derived
from regular education curricula, and ensure equal
educational opportunities within the least restrictive
environments. (p. 5-2)

In the sites studied, curriculum was modified for handi-
capped students as a result of the development of the IEP, which
outlined the curriculum based on individual student needs. For
the other special populations, curriculum was frequently modified
according to their individual needs that were detormined through
the vocational assessment process. Dahl, Appleby, and Lipe -
(1978) stated, "Modifications should be made only to the extent
that it permits the student to engage in a meaningful and produc-
tive learning experience. Whenever possible, regular tools,
equipment and materials should be used" (p. 140). For all
special populations, one counselor agreed, "I would recommend
that they [special populations students] go through basically the
same program with modifications as would be needed. Certainly
with the Perkins Act there is money available for modifications
of equipment and materials."

In many schools visited, modifying the curriculum was the
responsibility of the vocational instructors. However, voca-
tional instructors sometimes lack experience in curriculum
modification. Therefore, special education teachers, special
populations coordinators, and scme administrators of ten carry
equal responsibility in performing this task. In some instances,
members of advisory committees are involved in the curriculum
modification process. As noted earlier with preassessment, there
is a strong need for vocational teachers to work closely with
special education staff members and others involved with special
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populations. These relationships help eliminate the barriers and
fears held by vocational instructors who have no experience
working with special populations. One special education teacher
indicated, "The problem with modifying the curriculum is getting
the instructors to realize that not all students learn by the
mode." A director of career education stated, It was very
important to involve teachers whenever possible so they are aware
of what is going on and what is to be expected of them. Teachers
are more apt to provide step-by-step guidelines for the stu-
dents."

Members of advisory committees, employers in particular,
were included in the curriculum modification process to ensure
that the curriculum provided ztudents with the current skills
needed for job placement. Advisory committee members also
provide information on activities in the community that should be
included in the curriculum. In some instances, for single parent
«nd sex equity programs, attorneys review controversial issues
and instructional materials with the parents and students. A
special populations coordinator noted, "The key or focus is
modifying the curriculum to the degree where special populations
develop a skill to be employable. For example, an auto mechanics
curriculum has to be developed for a student who reads at the

second or third grade level but still needs to learn to perform
various tasks."

At most of the sites, curriculum modification to achieve
each student's personal and educational goals include three basic
areas: (1) instructional content, (2) instructional practices.
and (3) instructional materials. One important factor of an
effective program emphasized throughout the schools is to have a
very flexible curriculum and staff. The curriculum must take
into account each individual's learning style and the staff must
adjust accordingly. One vocational instructor noted, "The cur-
ricuium outiine should be there but be adjustable. Teachers have
to be extremely sensitive to the fact that they serve a multitude
of populations.”

Instructional Content

Vocational instructors, special education teachers, special
populations coordinators, job placement specialists, and others
agreed that instructional content should include the following
subject areas to ensure that special populations students achieve
their potential abilities and jndividual goals:

0 Positive attitudes towird self (self-esteem)

0 Basic skills--readinc, writing, mathematics, and oral
communicacion
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0 Worxk attitudes and behaviors

0 Job seeking skills

0 Independent living skilils

o Prevocational and vocatioral skills

The subject areas to be included in the curriculum varied for
each special population category. These subject areas and others
were identified in the study by the National RRC panel (1986) as
indicators of effective curriculum.

Self-esteem. Building the students' self-esteem was noted
by vocational staff members and special education teachers as a
very important element of the curriculum. Most special popula-
tions experience a series of disappointments throughout their
educational careers. Society, family, friends, and educators all
influence the negative self-image of these students. Interview-
ees believed that vocational education can provide the student
with successes that will eventually build their self-esteem. One
vocational supervisor said, "I think individual counseling and a
lot of social support helps. For example, you can improve self-
esteem if you can improve the relationship in a family." &
special populations coordinator indicated, "One of the biggest
things we do for the students here is build their self-esteem.
That creates a tremendous amount of success in somec.ae whe has
had a history of frustrations and failures; building their self-
esteem suddenly provides the desire to achieve." Many staff
persons agreed with this notion as did one vocational ins.ructor
who said, "By the time they get to high school, most students
feel like failures, therefore, you must adjust your curriculum s
that it will provide for some success in the vocational program. "

Basic skills. Basic skills were indeed a problem for
special populations, specifically handicapped and disadvantaged
students. Interviewees consistently indicated that readiny,
writing, oral communication, computational, and problem-solving
ckills were in most need of strengthening. Corthell and Van
Boskirk (1984) quoting from the Youth Task Force Public Hearings,
National Commission for Employment Policy, 1979, indicated,
"Employers of youths have emphasized the importance of vocational
skills in reading, writing, and computation" (p. 3).

There is, however, some controversy as to what degree voca-
tional education should be responsikle for reinforcing basic
skills. A few argue against teaching basic skills as a part of
the curriculum. One vocational instructor interviewed stated,
"Support services can provide the necessary reinforcement, but
vocational education should not have the major responsikility of
actually teaching the skill." Most interviewees believe that
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vocational educators can spend too much time trying to improve
basic skills. For example, a vocational evaluator explained that
a student at the high school level with a severe reading problem
needs intensive reinforcement. On ttz other hand, most voca-
tional staff interviewed indicated ic is essential to strengthen
basic skills in vocational curriculum. Some vocational staff
felt that basic skills could be incorporated into the curriculum
by relating them to the environment. As a vocational instructor
indicated, "I feel that basic skills needed are to relate
specifically to the world of work. For example, students need to
develop math skills that enable them to maintain a checking
account or to give correct change." One special populations
coordinator emphasized the necessity to build basic skills, but
noted, "You have to go very slow on pushing academics because
they have not succeeded there before, and if you try to give them
too much [vocational training and academics] you lose them. It
has to be a gradual process."

Work attitudes and behaviors. Most vocaticnal staff members
interviewed frequently emphasized that for students to survive in
the world of work it takes more than having specific job skills:
they must develop good work attitudes and behaviors. A voca-
tional instructor indicated, "The appropriate work behaviors
include such factors as punctuality, dependability, interpersonal
skills, and personal appearance." These factors are also noted
by bDahl, Appleby, and Lipe (1978) as appropriate work habits for
all jobs. Dahl, Appleby, and Lipe indicated that "Vocational
courses and work-study programs typically teach appropriate on-
the-job b2havior as part of the regular curriculum, and instruc-
tion that suffices for non-handicapped students will frequently
be adsquate to instruct handicapped students as well" (p. 247).

According to the interviewees in several schools, employers
express the need to develop the students' work attitude and
behaviors. The employers are willing to accept some students who
lacked specific job skills as longy as they have good work habits.
Often students are hired because of their skills; however, many
did not remain on the job due to undesirable attitudes and
behaviors. A special education teacher said, "In this kind of
[handicapped] program we look at developing good job attitudes
based on conversations with various employers who arz hiring the
students. They tell us to send them the kids that have good job
attitudes and we'll give them the skill." A vocational evaluator
stated, "More people get fired because of attitude and behavior
than they do because of lack of skill. We have heard that from
employers over and over again." Based on the Vice President's
Task Force on Youth Employment, 1980, cited by Corthell and Van
Boskirk (1984), "Specific vocational skill training is not viewed
as being as critical to long term employability of youths as are
positive work habics and sound basic interpersonal skills and
work skills" (p. 3).
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Job seeking skills. Once the students have developed their
self-esteem, good work habits, prevocational and vocational
skills, and increased their basic skills, they will be ready for
the work force. However, most special populations students lack
the knowledge required for pursuing a job. Dahl, Appleby, and
Lipe (1978) noted, "Often, handicapped people fail to obtain or
hold jobs not because they lack the required job skills, but
hecause chey are ineffective job seekers, do not know how to
conduct themselves on the job or fail in some other way to do
things expected of work force members" (pp. 243-244). Many
schools visited included job seeking skills as part of the
curriculum. Specific courses on job seeking techniques are
of fered to students in their senior year. Job seeking skills
include how to find a job, filling out job applications, prepar-
ing resumes, and interviewing. In addition, Dahl, Appleby. and
Lipe (1978) noted a mainstreaming program that recc.mended the
following areas to include in teaching the handicapped job-
seeking skills:

0 How and where to look for work
0 How to complete an application blank and/or resume
0 How to act effectively in an interview

o How to find out what the company does, the kind of jobs
they have, and what kind of people they hire

© How to be neat and clean and wear clothes appropriate to
type of job being sought

O How to present as much positive information as possible
during initial portion of interview

0 How to answer questions about his ability, job history,
institutionalization, etc. should be brief and stated in
a way that relieves the employer's concern (pp. 244-
245).

One supplemental service specialist expres:=d this prevailing
viewpoint, "I think our job is to really train the students in
the skills that they need [hands-on skills) and to train them
for job interviews . . . knowing how to be and act appropriately
in any job situation." '

Independent living skills. Many vocational staff persons
and others interviewed expressed a concern abcut transition from
school to work or postsecondary education for special popula-
tions, particularly for the handicapped and disadvantaged. The
report by Corthell and Van Boskirk (1984) cited, "Among these
issues are the considerations of independent living and assump-
tion of all responsibilities associated with adul thood . .
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these nonvocational activities are intertwined within the tran-
sition process" (p. 1). Most schools visited provide instruction
for independent living skills. Most vocational education person-
nel felt this is important to include because most special popu-
lations students are capable of living normal lives within this
socicty, however theoy often lack experience in handling responsi-
bilities. Staff at one school indicated that the following daily
living competencies published by The Council for Exceptional
Children (Life Central Career Education 1983) were essential to
the curriculum: managing family finances; selecting, managing,
and maintaining a home; caring for personal needs; raising
children and enriching family living; buying and preparing food;
transportation; buying and caring for clothing; engaging in civic
activities; and recreation and leisure.

Pre-vocational. Prevocational training allows special
populations students to learn and develop general work ethics and
work skills and was therefore considered a necessary content area
of the curriculum. Most of the students were unaware of what
jobs entail and the various jobs that are available. Prevoca-
tional programs provided an opportunity to explore many areas
where the student could find success. A liaison teacher noted,
"I think the more prevocational areas that you can expose a
student to, the more likely you are to find an area that the
student can succeed or excel in." According to one counselor,
"Prevocational training is especially important for handicapped
students . . . with these kids you are not always looking for
specific job skills training as much as you are developing a
well-rounded person." This view was expressed by several special
education teachers and vocational staff for the academically
disadvantaged as well as the handicapped. Prevocational training
for the other special populations provides entrance into specific
vocational areas. These students ofzen have the ability to
develop specific job skills; however, other factors prevent the
success of their vocational training.

Vocational skills. Some special populations students, by
their junior and senior years, have decided on a career in a
vocational area that takes them into postsecondary education or
the work force. Some of these students (i.e., single parents,
disrdvantaged) need to work after high school and could thereby
benefit from obtaining vocational skills that ease the transition
from school to work. 1In relation to special populations, the
goal or purpose of vocational training is to provide the students
with skills that make them self-sufficient and productive members
of society. A vocational counselor stated, "I think our role in
vocational education is to prepare the special populations
student to enter adult life in a career that is going to be
satisfying to him or her . . . they are going to be able to earn
a good living and be a contributing member of society."”
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The local vocational education administrators interviewed
believed that each program should provide students with the
necessary competencies to enter the labor market with the know-
ledge and skills to be employed in a specific occupation or in a
mixture of jobs for which they were prepared. One vocational
instructor indicated, "We are preparing special populations for a
variety of entry-level jobs. They are not all going to be direc-
tors of day care centers or run their own programs. Therefore,
Wwe are preparing them for different levels of jobs within child
care." According to Greenan (1982), "Vocational education pro-
gram alternatives for students are numerous and diverse. Skill
training programs such as carpentry, food preparation, typing,
landscaping, and practical nursing are designed to provide
students with marketable and saleable entry-level skills for
gainful employment" (p. 231).

Instructional Practices

The vocational educators at most schools visited recognized
that traditional methods of teaching special populations were not
always successful. Each student nas his or her own mode of
learning, and therefore, the instructors must be open to unique
and creative teaching methods and strategies. Beckwith (n.d.)
stated, "Experiences of teachers who have been successful in
reaching these students do show that success comes as a result of
implementing the unusual, the out-of-the-ordinary method or
technique which may motivate students and develop their learning
potential" (p. 54). The National RRC Panel noted, "Teachers
continually diagnose academic needs and prescribe appropriate
educational activities for each student, considering learning
styles and rates of learning. Teachers use a variety of alterna-
tive instructional approaches appropriate to the varied develop-
mental levels, learning styles, and current levels of performance
of students" (p. 5-14). The instructional strategies indicated
by most of the vocational instructors and special education

teachers as effective for special populations students to rein-
force basic skills (academics) were these:

© Give oral tests in place of written tests.
0 Use flash cards for vocabulary development.

0 Provide computers with illustrations for reading and
math.

© Use calculators for math problems.

0o Offer separate courses that emphasize basic skills needed
in a related vocational area.
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0 Provide a specialist in the basic skills area to give
individual assistance to the student (i.e., reading
coordinator, math coordinator).

© Develop new material written at the reading level of
students.

Based on the respondents to the mail survey of state special
populations coordinators and the local personnel interviewed, the
overall effective teaching methods and strategies used for
special populations are presented in Table 3. These techniques
were jdentified as being effective based on their ideas, experi-
ences, and previous research in working with special populations.
Practices were grouped according to the varying needs of the
students.

Individualized instruction. Teachers indicated that one-to-
one instruction is a highly effective teaching method and is used

TABLE 3

STATE VOCATIONAL EDUCATION SPECIAL POPULATIONS COORDINATORS
AND LOCAL SCHOOL INTERVIEWEE INDICATIONS OF COMMONLY USED
TEACHING METHODS AND STRATEGIES FOR SPECIAL POPULATIONS

Effective Teaching Methods Special Populations*
and Strategies

Individualirzed Instruction H, D, LEP, SP, SE

Competency-based Instruction H, D, LEP, SP

Simulated on-the-job H, D, LEP, SP, SE
Training

Work/study H, D, LEP, SP

Computer Aided Instruction H, D, LFP

Team Teaching H, D

Peer Tutoring H, D, LEP, SP

Small Group Instruction H, D, SP

Audio-Visual Aids H, D

Role Playing H, D, SP

Role Models, Field Trips D, SE

and Workshops

* H—Handicapged, D-Digadvantaged, LEP-Limite? English Proficient,
SP-Single Parents, SE-Sex Equity Program
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quite often for the special population students. Individualized
instruction permits the vocational instructor or aide to address
the needs of the student as soon as they arise. However, there is
limited time available for this method; therefore, the teachers
frequently require outside assistance from support services. With
this method of instruction, the teacher gears the lessons and
assignments based on the individual student. Although the same
subject areas are covered for all students, the materials are
presented in ways that special population students are capable of
learning the information. For example, single parent students
would sometimes miss a short period of time from school, which
caused them to fall behind the other students. Individualized
instruction gives them the opportunity to receive the same
material as the other students, but allows them to move through
the materials at their convenience.

Individualized instruction provided students with the per-
sonal attention needed towards their educational prcblems. The
pace or mode of instruction is directed to the students realm of
learning. Teachers believed that one-to-one instruction also
eliminates many fears of students to express their difficulties in
front of the entire class. One vocational instructor stated, "We
seem to get much better results whe=n there is not so much peer
pressure because students are ashamed whenever they are unable to
respond to questions and tend to laugh off the situation as a big
joke when in reality they just don't understand."

Competency based instruction. Vocational teachers, special
education, and other staff indicated that competency-based
instruction is an effective method in that it permits the students
to experience successes in vocational education rather than
failures. The students are given short-term tasks or projects to
complete that give them an opportunity to learn and develop one
skill and then move on to another. It is a step-by-step process
whereby the students are rated and rewarded according to their
accomplishments from task to task. For example, an interviewee
indicated, "A handicapped student in a home economics program may
never develop all the skills necessary to become head chef or the
restaurant owner, however, he or she could become a waitress or
cashier." A vocational administrator indicated that with
competency-based instruction, the students receive a certificate
at the end of their vocational program stating the specific com-
petencics of that student.

One job placement coordinator believed, "With competency-
based instruction, the students could learn at their own rate and
have many rewards to go along with it." The tasks and learning
objectives are consistent with the abilities and interests deter-
mined through the preassessment process, which eliminated some
fears of failure demonstrated by special populations students.
This method allows the students to compete against one another
because the students are given assignments that they are capable
of finishing. Given that most students are working on different
projects at different levels, no one student was singled~out as
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special. As stated by Dahl, Appleby, and Lipe (1978) "This
feature readily accommodates the handicapped with the non-
handicapped:; students in a single class typically engage in a wide
variety of activities, and one student is not singled out as
unusual if he or she is working on something different from what
others are working on" (p. 146).

Simulated on-the-job training. Most vocational personnel
indicated that simulated on-the-job training was an effective
strategy for teaching special populations. The students are able
to apply the theory learned in the classroom and put it to prac-
tical use. The National RRC panel (1985) noted, "Students are
given practice activities that emphasize applications of learned
skills or concepts in daily living situations to make learning
meaningful" (p. 5-16).

Many special populations students cannot learn by reading a
book or listening, therefore, they need to actually perform the
task. The vocational staff and other professionals emphasized the
need for these students to have hands-on experiences. One sex
equity coordinator, when asked to provide effective teaching
strategies, stated "I get some kind of activity where the students
are going to do something with their hands and have an actual
experience that appears to provide a most lasting effect.™
Tindall, et al. (1980) noted, "Tactile learners will learn best by
doing. Provide hands-on activities in the classroom and labora-
tory. Arrange for the tactile learner to get involved in hands-on
experiences . . . provide work experience or simulated work
experience" (p. 104).

Work/study. Providing opportunities for special populations
students to become involved with work-study is highly emphasized
by vocational instrucztors, job placement specialists, and special
populations coordinators as an effective instructional practice.
As stated previously by Dahl, Appleby, and Lipe (1978), work-study
programs are effective for teaching appropriate work attitudes and
behaviors. Work-study is also a way of providing hands-on experi-
ences, only it involves community-based organizations instead of
classrooms or laboratories. One vocational instructor said, "It
provides an excellent opportunity to reinforce what you have been
trying to teach them."

Some vocational instructors indicated that the students enj oy
work-study because they are placed in a job related to their
training, receive extra credit, have time away from the school and
classroom, and receive a paycheck. As one coordinator stated, "I
really find that having students work has been a very successful
thing. wWell, it keeps a lot of them in school. Sometimes the
students only come to schoo) half a day and work half a day., tnat
makes school much more acceptable." 1Ip agreement, another voca-
tional instructor remarked, "Some of the students have a difficult
time coping with a full day of school. I would rather be able to
maintain those students in school by having them in a job situa-
tion that is going to give them a different type of learning
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experience. I feel real strougly that ! de learn a lot of things
out of school and if we can use the community to help foster that
learning, then let's take every advantage of it." Many of the
schools taking part in work-study granted all high school students
the opportunity to receive credit towards graduation from work
experiences in the community (paid employment or on a voluntary
basis). This could be during school hours, on weekends, or on
their own time. A few schools that provide special projects or
programs of vocational training and work experiences for special
populations students. The programs are generally not available
until the student's junior or senior year.

Several vocational staff persons and other professionals
interviewed believed it was necessary to hire a full-time coordi-
nator or job placement specialist to be responsible for locating
the jobs for these students and to act as a liaison between the
employers and students. Often vocational instructors are respon-
sible for locating jobsg, however, they have very limited time
available for this task. Job placement specialists have more time
available to seek out jobs most appropriate for the students. One
job placement specialist said, "The coordinator can explain their
limitations and strengths to the employers and provide suggections
as far as the training process." The coordinators also could
spend a great deal of time working with the student once placed on
the job. They enhance the student's training by matching up what
they are learning in theory during school to the practical aspects
in the environment. "We meet with the students to show them where
their emplovers think they can excel, where there is room for
improvement, and what can be done as a collaborative effort to
improve their school work or job skills," stated one coordinator,

Computer assisted instruction. Studies have shown that
computer-assisted instruction (CAI) used correctly provides effec-
tive instructional support to special populations. 1In agreement,
vocational instructors and special populations coordinators indi-
cated that computer-assisted instruction is an exciting and effec-
tive instructional method for the students. Interviewees
expressed the belief that CAI functions as a tutor to special
population students. The students are able to work on the compu-
ters their free time. The computer serves as a reinforcement
technique of the lessons presented in class. This teaching stra-
tegy helps keep teachers from spending a lot of time repeating
subjects for those students who generally take longer to under-
stand. One special populations coordinator indicated that
computer-assisted instruction is particularly useful in reinforc-
ing skills in reading and mathematics.

Computer-assisted instruction is a method of learning that
many of the students enjoy taking advantage of, according to
several vocational instructors and special populations coordina-
tors. One vocational instructor emphasized, "CAI allows the
students to spend hours and hours working on whatever area they
need assistance with. This seems to increase their motivation and
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interest by just using the computer." According to Gugerty
(1984), "An evaluation study utilizing the Designated Vocational
Instruction (DVI) revealed that overall, the students using CAI
programs at Franklin High School have displayed improved per-
formance and high levels of motivation. Although the focus of CAI
programs used is drill, practice, and self-study, it is apparent
that students feel the need for this type of instruction, and
improvements in their observed levels of performance bear out this
contention" (p. 24).

Team teaching. Special education teachers and vocational
instructors believed that team teaching brought about positive
results, particularly for handicapped and disadvantaged students.
This method generally consists of two instructors teaching one
class. Both are given the same authority and equal duties; how-
ever, different topics and methods of instruction are used by
each. The teachers have a designated block of time for coordinat-
ing activities and providing instruction.

Team teaching provides the instructors the time to observe
students and to have the flexibility to work with the handicapped
and disadvantaged students without pointing them out from the rest
of the class. A vocational instructor stated, "Having a special
education teacher or another vocational instructor with experience
in dealing with handicapped students provides a more effective
learning environment for the student."

Peer teaching. For most special populations, peer teaching
was considered by many vocational instructors and special educa-
tion teachers as a method that enhanced their social and inter-
personal skills and raised levels of self-confidence. One voca-
tional instructor believed, "It was important for other students
to know that special population students are worthwhile, and once
they were recognized by their peers the students gained a lot more
respect, "

Two approaches to peer teaching are used by vocational
instructors. The first approach requires the students to take the
role of instructor for the day. The students were responsible for
preparing the lesson and presenting it to the other students,
either in small groups or to the class. The teacher's only func-
tion as an observer and evaluator is to give feedback to each
student. This is also a reinforcement technique for the student's
work behaviors and attitudes. The second approach is to have
students with similar backgrounds (i.e., a higher level dis-
advantaged student working with a lower level disadvantaged
student) work in pairs on their lessons. Students are usually
proud to assist another student on tasks. This provides another

meaningful way of encouraging positive attitudes toward them-
selves.

Small group instruction. Although individualized instruction
is most often preferred by vocational instructors, small group
instruction was considered a key method of instruction as well.

63

51

wt "




An instructor provides assignments and tasks to the entire class,
however, students work on the lessons in small groups. This
presents competitiveness between groups rather than between indi-
viduals that prevents special populations from being recognized by
classmates as different. Phelps (1985) noted, "Small group,
cooperative learning activities are especially effective methods
for teaching special students in regular classrooms, particularly
when the activities involve group rewards for team member achieve-
ment" (p. 25).

Also, small group instruction is believed to be effective for
the handicapped, the disadvantaged, the limited English proficient
and single parents by interviewees because it gives students an
opportunity to interact and share their knowledge, skills, atti-
tudes, and emotions. For example, a vocational instructor stated,
"Single parents often enjoy working together so that they could
share common frustrations, problems, and solutions of their every-
day lives; they then began to increase their self-confidence and
would do better work."

Audio-visual aids. Many vocational instructors, special
education teachers, and special needs coordinators indicated that
handicapped and disadvantaged students, in many cases, are more
able to retain information if they visualized or listened to the
material repeatedly. Vocational instructors agreed with one
instructor who said, "The use of audiovisuals such as videotapes
were effective teaching methods because they (handicapped indi-
viduals) seem to learn better by watching television than by
presentations. Videotapes are often prepared for review of the
material or for the Opportunity for students to repeat their
lessons. Audiocassettes are developed of modified readings of
text materials for students with low reading levels. Beckwith
(n.d.) noted these teaching methods for disadvantaged students:

© Videotape class-written and produced plays about employ-
ment situations or situations chosen by the students.

o Show videotapes of TV shows or other programs with no

sound. Encourage students to make up dialogue to go with
the action,

0 Tape record or video tape conversations with teacher and
student or student and student in mock employment or
social situations. (p. 54)

Role-playing. According to the National RRC Panel (1986),
"Teaching and learning activities involve all available senses -
visual, hearing, moving, and touching" (p. 5-15). Vocational
staff indicated that role-playing is an effective teaching
strategy that utilized all available senses. This method is
considered to be very effective for handicapped, disadvantaged,
and single parent students. Beckwith (n.d.) cited role-playing as
one of the workable strategies on how to adapt the regular school
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program to meet the needs of the disadvantaged (p. 54). Role-
playing is excellent for encouraging job seeking skills according
to many special education teachers. Special education teachers
stated that role-playing is used to enhance student's affective
skills as well as cognitive skills.

Role models, field trips, and workshops. Special popula-
tions, according to most interviewees for this study, need
strategies that motivate them to learn the material and complete
the vocaticnal program. Role models, field trips, and workshops
are strategies commonly used by the vocational personnel inter-
viewed, particularly for the disadvantaged and students enrolled
in programs designed to eliminate sex bias and sex stereotyping.
The role models used typically are successfully employed indivi-
duals and had similar backgrounds to the students they were
addressing. Field trips were taken to job sites in the areas and
workshops were arranged with organizations to provide extensive
information on career choices. 1In agreement with these
strategies, a special education/vocational teacher states, "by
taking students into the workplace and exposing them to jobs in
the labor market and by bringing in guest speakers, you can
increase the likelihood of their success.

Instructional Materials

Once the instructional content and objectives are determined
and unique teaching methods and strategies are established, the
next step is to select or develop instructional materials to
support effective vocational education programs. Anderson, Green,
and Odle (1978) indicated, "To assist the student in mastering
these objectives, basic strategies or methods are devised . . .
not until this point is the teacher pPrepared to locate appropriate
instructional materials. The choice of instructional materials
is, therefore, governed by the outcomes of three prior diagnostic
prescriptive tasks: defined learner needs, established objec-
tives, and designed teaching approaches" (p. 85). Providing the
appropriate instructional materials for special populations
students is an important area of curriculum modification, however,
very few materials used or developed were identified by
interviewees of this study. Most vocational personnel indicated
that commercially developed instructional materials are seldom
used. One vocational teacher said, "Commercially developed
raterials are used as supplemental materials. " With the exception
of materials for sex equity programs, the instructional materials
are developed by the local school district or by individual
programs or classes. One director of a sex equity program noted
that good and useful materials are available, however, the
materials still need to be integrated into other curriculv.
materials used in regular vocational classroom instruction. A
vocational administrator further emphasized this point saying,
"You need to incorporate the educational materials developed for
special needs students into the regular curriculum so that it

addresses all the needs for all the students in a vocational
classroom, "
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Dahl, Appleby, and Lipe (1978) states, "Many educators, not
having access to well-developed svstems for selecting and evaluat-
ing instructional materials, devise their own selection and evalu-
ation processes at the classroom or building level" (p. 156).
Vocational personnel felt that by developing their own materials,
teachers can direct the materials to a specific student or group.
A special education teacher noted, "Curriculum materials for
special populations can be a hit or miss situation, but to meet
the individual needs of students, it is better when you are able
to develop your own curriculum." Sometimes the materials may be
useful but they are not adapfed to the specific group. For
example a vocational instructor noted that for handicapped and
disadvantaged students, "the textbooks are updated and current but
they are just written abeve their reading levels. Therefore, it
is very difficult to find a textbook that I can use." On the
other hand, materials providing hands on experience were often
cited by the interviewees as effective resources supporting
instruction for all special populations.

Summary

Curriculum modification for special populations means provid-
ing a very flexible program and learning environment that
satisfies the needs of individual students. The modification
process gen=2rally begins with the assessment of individual needs
that are determined through the vocational assessment process.
Curriculum modifications often include instructional content,
instructional practices, and instructional materials. The
instructional content covers such subject areas ac self-esteem,
basic skills, work attitudes and behaviors, job seeking skills,
independent living skills, prevocational and vocational skills.
Modification means developing creative and innovative instruc-
tional practices for special populations. And finally, it
provides appropriate instructional materials developed to meet the
needs of individuals or specific special populations.

Characteristics pertaining to modifying curriculum of effec-
tive secondary vocational education programs for special popula-
tions include the following:

0o Modifications should »e made based on the student's indi-
vidual needs identified through the vocational assessment
process and the individuvalized education plans.

O Vocational instructors, special education teachers,
special populations coordinators, and administrators
should work together to modify the curriculum.

0 Modifications should include changing the instructional
content, the instructional practices, and the instruc-
tional materials to coordinate with students' needs.
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© Instructional content should be adjusted to foucus on
subject areas that include self-esteem, basic skills. work
attitudes and behaviors, job-secking skill.,, independent
living skills, prevocational and vocational skills

o Teachers should use a variety of alternative methods and
strategies for instruction that are based on the levels
and learning styles of students (e.g., individualized
instruction, competency-based instruction, job simulation,
on-the-job training, computer aided instruction, audio-
visual aids and group instruction)

O Instructional materials should be developed by special
education, vocational personnel, and other school per-
sonnel to address individual needs.

0 Materials used for special populations should include
hands-on activities for students.

Support Services

Most vocational personnel working with special populations
students recognized that they did not all learn by the same mode
or at the same rate. Generally, vocational personnel were in
agreement that special populations students were capable of
succeeding in vocational programs. Therefore, support services
(also called supplemental services) were provided for vocational
students and staff in order to increase vocational success.
Phelps (1985) stated, "A broad range of support services enhance
the likelihood of success for special needs learners: basic skill
instruction, equipment modification, language interpreters,
special instructional materials, English as-a-second language
instruction, modified vocational instruction by special education
and other staff, employability skills instruction, and career
information and counseling" (p. 25). One counselor indicated that
a strong support system is needed when working with special popu-
lations, not only for the teachers but also for students. The
Maryland State Department of Education (1984) has indicated that,
“The gcal of any support given to students is to build and main-
tain vocational education success, which enhances future employ-
ment endeavors, opportunities, and mobility" (p. 57). 1In
addition, the Perkins Act mandates that each state use 5/ percent
of its funds to provide vocational education services and
activities to meet the needs of special populations students.

Student Support

One full-time coordinator of supplemental services generally
is responsible for assisting students in receiving the appropriate
services, although various persons (support staff) were involved
in carrying out the activities. According to Tindall et al.
(1980), "It is important, however, that one individual have
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responsibility for planning and coordinating services. Without a
coorcinator, services may be conflicting and/or duplicated"
(v, 4£4).

Support services provided to special populations are based on
individual student needs. For handicapped and disadvantaged
students, most services are provided by special education, voca-
tional education, regular school districts, or communi ty-based
organizations. As Tindall et al. (1980) noted, "The communi ty
agencies which offer ancillary services to students and their
families are the social service department, the welfare department
and private rehabilitation agencies" (p. 443). Many schools
reported providing speech therapists, reading specialists,
psychologists and social workers for handicapped and disadvantaged
students. 1In addition, the econamically disadvantaged students
receive dsop-out prevention services and assistance from govern-
ment agencies such as free breakfast and lunch programs. Most
intervieween for this study indicated that services are needed for
the followin areas: modification of curriculum, adaptation of
materials, p:rforming assessment tests, guidance and counseling,
remedial and vitorial assistance: and heal th-reluted (mental and
physical) problems.

The services provided to handicapped and disadvantaged
students are available fco. the other special populations as well;
however, the needs vary with e~rch population. LEP students
require more assistance in instructional adjustments. For
example, tutors, interpre‘crs (bilinguists), resource teachers who
specialized in the native language, or vo .nteers from the com-
munity who had some familiarity with the aative language of these
students are used to assist in instructiomral adiustments. One
vocational director of a special program for LEP students alsc
noted, "Social clubs offer support for students by providing
tutorial assistance and building their self confidence and sel f-
esteem." At most schools participating in this study, the kinds
of support services available for single parent students consisted
of child care and child development, health care for pregnant
teens and their children, guidance in parenting, and transpor-
tation to and from the facilities. Wiberg and Mayor (1985) noted,
"“fo stay in school and prepare for employment, teenaged parents
need child care and transportation, a support network of teachers
and peers who provide understanding as they handle their many
problems, instruction in parenting skills and child development,
the opportunity to develop self-esteem, exposure to non-tradi-
tional careers and counseling and career guidance" {(y. 33!. For
students enrolled in nontraditional programs, career counseliny
and guidance, ‘ob placement, ar% referrals to community agencies
are the basic support servic.s provided by the schools that
participated in this study.
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Vocational Instructor Support

Support services for vocational instructors are believed to
be extremely essential for the success of special populations
students in vocational programs. Most vocational personnel
expressed the viewpcint that support from the administration is a
most needed service. 1In effective programs, administrators are
aware of the problems and needs of the instructors. Often it is
the administrators who have the authority or the knowledge of how
to provide additional serxrvices needed for the students and the
instructors. A vocational supervisor remarked, "I think it is
very important to have support from the administration . . . I
think special initiative should take place when dealing with
special populations because you are talking about additional
resources from the community, equipment with added safety features
and more, which you can get only by having support from the
administration." The administrators, however, did not always
interact directly with the vocational instructors. It is the
full-time coordinator who coordinated all activities for the
services needed by the vocational instructors. The vocational
instructors interviewed expressed the need for support services ir
the following areas: instructional assistance, development of
alternative teaching Strategies, identifying various resources,
understanding the population, modifying the curriculum, assessing
students' strengths and weaknesses, and developing programs geared
toward a specific special populations category.

Interviewees indicated that inservice activities are a most
effective support system, particularly for vocational personnel
who lack experience in working w.th special populations. Many
interviewees believe that inservice training should be mandatory
for these personnel. However, as shown in figure 4, 47 percent of
the respondents to the mail survey of state special populations
coordinators required inservice education activities in their
state which focused on more effectively serving special popuia-
tions for vocational personnel with little or no experience with
special populations. Meers (1981) noted, "Well planned inservice

Yes 47

Figure 4. Percentage of respondents indicating that state has
requirements for inservice education activities for
personnel working with special populations.

g9




programs will lead to bettexr identification of the needs of
special needs students, better programs for them, better utili-
zation of their interests, and the setting of goals that are
realistic and attainable. As vocational teachers are trained to
be sensitive to the unique needs of their students, all students
will benefit. The apprehension and fear that vocational teachers
have about special needs students will be reduced" (p. 37). Many
vocational personnel noted that it was important to address the
appropriate topics and involve qualified professionals for the
inservice activities to be effective. 1Inservice programs are
often conducted in workshops and seminars by co-workers with
experience in dealing with special populations or by other pro-
fessionals from special education, vocational rehabilitation, the
state department, employers or community organizations.

As one supplemental service specialist stated, "Educating the
vocational instructors and others has been a real plus and we've
done that through inservice." The local vocational staff inter-
viewed noted that not only should vocational instructors who lack
experience attend inservice activities but also all persons
responsible for special populations should be involved. As shown
in figure 5 over 96 percent of the respondents to the mail survey
of state vocational education special populations coordinators
believed administrators, special populations coordinators,
vocational teachers of special and mainstream programs, academic
teachers; vocational counselors, and vocational evaluators should
participate in inservice education activities that address working
with special populations.

Teacher aides or volunteers (with teaching experience) and
vocational support staff (sometimes referred to as resource
teachers bv interviewees) are also quite effective support
sersices for vocational instructors. Teacher aides or volunteers
are able tc provide one-on-one instruction to the students, zllow-
ing time for the instructor to observe all students more closely.
The aide scmetimes acts as a liaison between the student and the
support staff. One vocational instructor noted, "Through general
observations, teachers can focus on the problem cf students. For
example, whether they have behavioral problems, whether the
student is participating in class activities, or whether they are
actually getting their lessons completed." The vocational support
staff generally are qualified and experienced personnel required
to work on day-to-day activities with the students and the
vocational instructors to ensure the success of special popu-
lations students. One resource teacher stated, "We would modify
the curriculum, modify the materials, and work with the employers
and the student to create an effective vocational program for the
student." The resource teachers assist within the classroom as
well by presenting a lecture or reading an exam to a student.
Vocational support staff assist vocational instructors in any way

possible to maintain and increase the success of special popula-
tion students,
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Groups

Administrators Es J o7
Special Populations Coordinators > 4100
Vocational Teachers (Special) 5 _]100
Vocational Teachers (Mainstream) 0 __J100
Academic Teachers B 196
Vocational Counselors 5 1100
Vocational Evaluators BT 97
Other 5 __1100

N | % 1 /] L L | 1 1 )

0 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Percent Indicating

MN=81 [ Yes

Figurc 5. State vocational education special populations coord

tors indications of groups who should participate in
inservice education activities.

Summary

irxa_

Federal legislation and local education agencies state the

significance of providing appropriate support servizes for the

vocational student and the vocational instructor. Although there
generally is one designated coordinator responsible for arranging
the support services, there usually is a combination of providers

(i.e., special education, vocational education) for these ser-
vices. Instructional services, remedial and tutorial services

4

work-related services, inservice activities and support personne],
are all recognized as the most often used and needed services for

effectively serving special populations students.

Effective support services for secondary vocational education

programs for special populations have the following character-
istics:
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c Support services should be provided for special popul a-
tions students and vocational instructors.

0 A full-time coordinator should be is assigned to ensure

that the appropriate services are identified and
monitored.

o A combination of educational agencies and communi ty-based
organizations should be involved in providing services to
special populations (i.e., health, social service,
welfare, and rehabilitation agencies, and vocational
education, special education, and regular education
organizations).

© An effective and supportive administration should ensure
the implementation of sexrvices for vocational instructors,
and for the special populations students.

© Inservice activities should be provided that address
appropriate topics and involve qualified special popula-
tions professionals on a consultative basis.

. 0 Vocational instructors should have teactar aides or volun-

teers available for assistance with instcuction in or out
of the classroom.

o Vocational support staff should be available to assist
vocational instructors with any problems.

Program Evaluation

The data concerning program evaluation were obtained pri-
marily from the questionnaire sent to state vocational education
special populations coordinators. A limited amount of information
comes from the on-site interviews.

Who Is Involved in the Evaluation?

The responsibility for program evaluation is distributed
across the state and local levels. The titles of those responi-
ble for evaluation vary widely. At the state level, a supervisor
or director is most frequently named, and at the local level, a

local administrator generally holds the responsibility for program
evaluation.

The information in figure 6 illustrates a comparison between
two related questions: (1) who is involved in the evaluation of
local vocational education programs for special populations, and
(2) Do you feel that each of the following ghould be involved in
the evaluation of local vocational education programs for special
populations? The information shows that state administrators felt
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that local administrators should be less involved than they pre-
sently are. However, the ctate administrators expressed a des.re
for incrcased involvement from each of the other group members

listed. This survey did not assess the administrators' opinions
concerning (1) the reason:. why a broade:r range of involvement is
desired, (2) the extent of involvement desired from each category

of persons, and (3) how these persons should be utilized in the
evaluation process.

The most frequently cited topic concerning "who" should be
involved in the evaluation deals with the need to allow current

Groups

Administrators

Special Populations

Vocational Teachers (Special)

. 77
Vocational Teachers (Mainstream) p—;l-?m.‘? 92

Academic Teachers

Vocational Counselors

Vocational Evaluators

Employers

Current Students

Former Students

Other
[ 1 t 1 } 1 i
) L4 1] ¥ L) L 4
40 S0 60 70 80 90 100
Parcentage® of State Administrator Responses
N=81 ] Are Involved Should Be Involved

*Percentages have been rounded to nearest 1 percent

Figurc 6. A compariszon of state vocational education special
populations coordinators: opinions concerning groups of
persons who are involved and who should be involved in

the evaluation of local vocational education programs
for special populations.
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students to evaluate the proqrams. Sixty-five percent of the
administrators said that the students were involved; however, 88
rercent said that they should be involved. This desire for
increased student involvement in program evaluation is supported
by the on-site interviews. One supervisor said, "I feel that a
very good way to evaluate the program is to allow the students to
evaluate the program. How do they feel about the programs? Do
they feel that when completed they will be able to go out and at
least have entry-level employment related to that class?" One
principal said, "I think the kids can assess programs. I think a
lot of times evaluators leave kids out of the picture when they do
assessment of the program. We are calling them stakeholders."
Responses to the "others" category concerning who should be
involved included parents, state staff, advisory boards, business
and industry, and anyone who is involved in the program. Accord-
ing to Meyer (1972), if a program is to succeed, personnel on all
levels who are to be concerned with its development should, in
turn, be members of the evaluative team" (p. 2). McKinney et al.
(1985) strongly Support the involvement of stakeholders in voca-
tional education program evaluation. They suggest that stake-
holder involvement develops intense sta’.ehoider feelings and
beliefs about the vaiue of their prop .sals, resulting in greater
commitment to change.

Descriptions of type of reports required by the state,
included "program reviews" or "mid-year and final reports.” One
administrator indicated that no report was reguired.

The type of instrument used in evaluating programs is fre-
quently labeled as a (1) standard program review, (2) checklist or
questionnaire, or (3) narratives based on program objectives.
Program review (also required by vocational education legislarcion)
was most frequently cited as the type of instrument used.

Perceived Effectiveness

There is little variability in the responses to the question
"How effective do you feel the evaluation of vocational education
programs for special populations is in your state?" The responses
were elicited for each category of special populations student.
The averages of the responses range between "samewhat effective"
and "effective." The averages indicate that the administrators
feel evaluation procedures are most effective for the handicapped
and disadvantaged category and least effective for the limited
English-proficiency category. The reasons for the differences in
perceived effectiveness were not elicited by the questionnaire.

Variables Evaluated

One question in the survey aske. the state administrators to
list the variables taken into consideration when evaluating a
program. These variables were listed in terms of input, process,
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and outcome variables. Variables that were typically mentioned
are listed in exhibit 3.

The input variables included items such as physical qualities
student characteristics, services, and, most commonly, staff
competercies. The process variables generally deal with instruc-
tional procedures and educational content. Program outcome is
most commonly measured in terms of job placement rate. Other
outcome variables include educational placement, attitudes
(student, teacher, and parent), and enrollment figures (numbers of
graduates and drop-outs).

In 72 percent of the cases, the evaluation standards were the
same for the special vocational education programs and mainstream
programs serving special populations. Many of the state adminis-
trators felt that these standards should not differ because the
desired outcomes (i.e., employability) are the same for both types
of programs. Often, the objectives of the two types of programs
are different., This usually results in separate evaluation
standards for each program. For example, programs designed to
reduce sex bias may have an evaluation emphasis toward attitude
charge, or programs for handicapped or disadvantaged persons may
measure success in terms of a less demanding set of goals.

Sixty-one percent of the state administrators stated that
community-based organizations that are involved with the program
are also evaluated. These organizations are generally evaluated
in terms of the extent or degree of involvement, and/or cost
benefits associated with such involvement.

Problems in Evaluation

The most frequently ci-ed problem in evaluating vocational
education programs for special populations is insufficient fund-
ing and/or staff to complete a thorough evaluation. Results from
the state special populations coordinator questionnaire show that
on average, 10 percent of the total budget is allocated to program
evaluation. Apparently the administrators feel that this is not
enough. Several administrators felt that the follow-up portion of
evaluation suffered the most because of lack of funding. oOther
problems in evaluation include lack of:

0 ability to measure attitudes,

© measurable properties to establish reliable and valid
evaluation criteria,

© kncwledge on how to develop an evaluation instrument,

O administratuc commitment and support of the evaluation
processg,
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EXHIBIT 3

STATE LEVEL STAFF INDICATION OF INPUT, PROCESS, AND OUTCOME VARIABLES TAKEN I
INTO CONSIDERATION WHEN EVALUATING VOCATIONAL PROGRAMS FOR SPECIAL POPULATIONS —

Input Process Outcome . |
Teacher skills (experience, Procadures Job plecemant _.]
certification, sociel ‘
skills) Educationsel content Employmant duretion
Couneelor skills Instruction methods Student needs
Coordinator competencies Correletion with ohjectives Lebor market damende
Steff collsboretion Support services Follow-up
Steff referrele Coets Treining placement
Steff sensitivily Student esssesment Educetionel placament
Inservica, steff development Field trips, speekers Student sel f~ewuraness
Perentel ettitudes Advisory committees Employer needs
Clessroom setting Skills leerned by students Nontredi tional
enrollment chenges
Physicel fecilitiar Student ewereness of jobs
end eervices Employment or main-
Materiels stream success
Meteriels used
Resource eveilebility Teacher, parents,
Attituds change (sex . student satisfection
Accassibility Lies
? Work ettitudes
Enrollments (type end
nunbere) Drop-out rate
Peer group ectivities Graduetion rete
Student cherectaristics Whether ohjectivee ere
met
Recruitment devices
Student progrees and
Services chenge
Child care Sterting salaery
Transportation -
=
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0 clear-cut objectives upon which to base the evaluation,
and

o the prescence of evaluators who know about vocational
education or special populations.

Meyer (1972) provides some focus on this last point. "An over
reliance upon evaluation from outside experts too often results
in these evaluators overlooking or failing to place emphasis on
many important factors within the program. Outside experts may
lack knowledge and feel for the community and school staff, and
there is little guarantee that their recommendations will be
implemented" (p. 9).

Use of Evaluation Reports

Warden and Lehrman (1979) provide the following list of
reasons for understanding a review of a vocational education
program for handicapped students:

0o To answer the question "What are we doing now?

o To be able to better explain our program to parents and
the community.

o To find out if the program complies with state and
federal laws.

0 To determine areas for further improvement.
0o To identify program strengths.

o To become familiar with areas where people see problems
arising.

0 To determine how to use resources wisely.

0 To involve key people in the planning process.
0 To prepare people for the idea of change.

o0 To document program progress.

0 To document additional needs.

0 To provide evidence for fundseeking.
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O To involve parents and community members in the program.
O To identify barriers which must be overcome.
© To provide a basis for goals and objective development.

0 To better serve the handicapped at the classroom level in
vocational education. (p. 3)

When asked "How are these evaluation reports used to improve
vocational education programs for special populations?", the
state coordinators mention, in one form or another, most of the
points listed above. The information displayed in exhibit 4
shows common responses of state vocational education special
populations coordinators concerning the ways evaluation reports
are used. Some of the more common responses show that evalua-
tions are used by the state for fiscal planning, assessment of
program needs, and as a basis upon which to make recommendations
for program improvement. It is interesting to note that although
the question elicits ways in which the evaluation report it used

EXHIBIT 4

USES FOR EVALUATION REPORTS AS REPORTED BY STATE VOCATIONAL
EDUCTION SPECIAL POPULATIONS COORDINATORS

Aid program improvement.

Determine recommendations for improvement.
Determine eligibility for continued funding.
Identify strengths and weaknesses.

Formulation of corrective action plans.

Aid long~range planning.

Develop of inservice programs.

Make decisions to discontinue ineffective programs.
Determine need for more detailed evaluation.
Establish priorities,

Plan for future programs,

Reports.

Determine whether program is meeting students' needs.
Identify exemplary programs.

Evaluate how grants are being used.

Identify barriers to education and employability,
Determine compliance with the law.

Assess degree to which recommendations have been followed.
Analyze outcomes and make adjustments.

Identify needs.

Provide technical assistance.

Determine accountability.

Assess cffectiveness.,

Determine populations not being served.

Aid fiscal planning.
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for program improvement, most of the state administrators
indicate they use the instrument to assess accountability and
justification for continued funding. Legal compliance is often
the criteria used to base justification for funding. Along these
lines a typical response is, "written reports of on-site program
evaluations and evaluations of special services are submitted to
the local administration with the requirements that areas found
to be in noncompliance be corrected or result in 1oss of program
approval and eligibility for funding." It is also mentioned that
the reports are used to assess the degree to which the previous
year's recommendations had been implemented.

Sumnmar

A wide variety of persons are reported to be involved in the
evaluation process. Generally however, the state coordinators
felt that more people should be involved. The instrument used in
evaluation is most often called a "standard program review."

The program variables that are most frequently considered in
the evaluation process included staff competencies, educational
content, and job placement rate. Job placement is emphasized as
the most important measure of success.

The majority of the state coordinators indicated that the
same standards used for evaluating special vocational education
programs are used to evaluate mainstream programs that serve
special populations. Most felt that the standards should not be
different because the outcome goals are the same for each type of
program,

Not surprisingly, the most commonly cited problem in evalua-
tion is the lack of enough funding and/or staff to perform the
evaluation. Other problems mentioned are generally a concern
over the ambiguity in measurement and criteria definition.

Evaluation reports are used for program planning and
improvement, accountability, and financial justification
according to the many state special ropulations coordinators.
Determining the status of a program's legal compliance is
sometimes cited as the primary use of the evaluation reports.

In terms of program evaluation, effective vocational educa-

tion programs for special ropulations have the following charac-
teristics:

© Teachers, students, administrators, parents, and others)
who are involved in the program and should also be
involved in the evaluation ¢f the program.

0 A variety of input, process, and outcome variables should
be considered during the evaluation.
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0 Evaluation reports should be used for program planning.
improvement, accountability, and legal compliance.

Student Evaluation

Not only should vocational assessment of special populations
begin before entering a vocational program, it should be a
continuous, ongoing process. Phelps and Wentling (1977) noted,
"After the initial diagnosis and placement is made there is a
continuing need to monitor the learner's progress and make
necessary adjustments in (1) the identification of his or her
learning problems and placement, (2) the learner's educational
needs assessment, and/or (3) the instructional techniques used"
(p. 21). One vocational evaluator stated, "It is an ongoing
process. Once you get a student in a program, you need to
evaluate how they are progressing. Are they going to come out of
that program with emplovable skills?" Evaluation of special
populations students by vocational instructors at the sites
visited involved monitoring the progress of each student. The
evaluation included assessing the students' skill development and
attitudes throughout the vocational »wrogram. In addition the
evaluation was used to identify what changes or modifications
were needed in order for the student to continue and complete the
program. Albright (1978) noted, "The data collected on student
performance are to serve two purposes: (1) to assist in deter-
mining the learner's level of proficiency on a given task or
tasks, and (2) to identify specific modifications which need to

be made in the learner's instructional program to increase skill
development" (p. 1).

The student evaluation process serves as a feedback
mechanism between the vocational instructors and the students,
between the students and their parents, and between the voca-
tional instructors and administration. It provides administra-
tors with information for the evaluation of the vocational
programs for special populations. As noted by Phelps and
Wentling (1977), "It [evaluation] can provide to instructors and
program managers information that is useful in revising program
components and changing instructional strategies. Instructors
can use formative assessment information to better understand the
needs of individual students and communicate to them descriptions
of their progress and achievement in the cognitive, affective and
perceptual /psychomotor domains of performance" (p. 26). Forma-

tive assessment was defined as monitoring student progress
throughout instruction.

Due to the special needs of special populations students,
teachers indicate it is difficult to assess all students in the
samé manner. Traditional techniques are altered by the instruc-
tors in order to evaluate student progress successfully. Pre-
assessment information on the specific problems of the students
assists the instructors in row the techniques should be modified.
One vocational instructor stated, "Some special populations
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students have difficulty reading and understanding a written
test, therefore, I give them oral exams. I am not testing their
reading abilities, I am testing their knowledge." Hutchison and
Wonacott (1984) noted, "Sometimes, the characteristics of stu-
dents with exceptional needs (e.g., limited English proficient,
mentally retarded, individuals enrolled in programs non-
traditional for their sex) interfere with their performance on
the assessment instrument. Therefore, in order to agsess
accurately what a student with exceptional needs actually knows

and is able to do, it may be necessary to modify your assessment
techniques" (p. 3).

Many vocational instructors indicated that several different
types of evaluation activities are effective in assessing the
students skill development and attitudes. The evaluation activi-
ties include: formal testing (paper and pencil), performance
testing, work simulation (hands-on testing), and observations.

In agreement with these vocational instructors, Phelps and
Wentling (1977} also note these assessment activities (with the
addition of learner product assessment) for assessing the general
progress of the students and to identify what modifications need
to be made in the instructional rrogram.

Formal Testing

Using formal testing or paper-and-pencil tests often
require vocational instructors to modify the tests or the way the
test is used, particularly for the handicapped, disadvantaged,
and limited English-proficient students. A special populations
coordinator noted, "In the event the student has difficulty
taking tests, a variety of testing measures can be taken. The
test could be given orally or written at a lower reading level
for the student." When tests are given orally., vocational
support persunnel sometimes have to assist the vocational
instructors by actually reading the test to the student. The
support personnel or vocational instructors frequently use
different words to interpret the question for them. Some tests
are rewritten at a lower reading level to accommodate the
students' reading abilities. For limited English-proficient
students, the support personnel work with the instructors by
translating the test into the students' native languages.

Many vocational instructors stressed that the tests should
nov be too overwhelming for special populations. They indicated
that paper-and-pencil tests should be very short and given in
levels cr stages. A vocational instructor stated, in agreement
with other instructors, "I think it is important to use the test
as an evaluation tool, however, you should only test on one

aspect of a unit. Don't expect special populations to learn
e.erything at once."
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Performance Testing

Performance testing is a highly emphasized evaluation
activity by vocational instructors, special education teachers
and special populations coordinators. This is an alternative
technique to paper-and-pencil tests. Performance testing
consists of having the student demonstrate or perform a par-
ticular skill while the instructors observe and evaluate the
performance. As stated by Hutchison and Wonacott (1984),
"Performance testing often does not require students to read apd
write. It thus allows students with poor reading and writing
skills to demcnstrate their knowledge in another way" (p. 8).

Most veocational instructors interviewed indicated that the
information collected on student performance of specific skills
was used to develop performance profiles. A special populations
coordinator stated, "We at the skills center maintain folders on
each student to document every time a competency has been reached
so that you have a profile on what that student has achieved. "
The performance profiles provide parents, students, and adminis-
trators with documents on the performance of special populations
students. Checklists are used to note what skills were performed
and how well the student performed. According to Aibright, "Two
instruments for use when observing and recording student perform-
ance have been suggested: (1) a checklist, and (2) a graphic-
scale. Checklists enable the instructors to assess specific
performance skills . . . and serve as a helpful tool in a follow-
up discussion with the student" (p. 4).

Work Simulation

Vocational instructors interviewed indicated that not only
does evaluation of the student occur in the classroom, evaluation
activities were also given in the labs or shops as well. 1In the
labs and shops. the instructors are able to evaluate special
populations students in an actual work enviromment to determine
if the students are developing their job skills and work atti-
tudes. Most vocational instructors interviewed indicated that
factors such as interpersonal skills, personal appearance, anc
dependence are evaluated. A vocational instructor noted, "For
special needs, the majority of of the e\iluation must be dealt
with in the lab. They can often do the vocational work but they
cannot take the tests. The evaluation must include attendance,
punctuality and job attitudes."

Observations

The vocational instructors interviewed agreed with Phelps
and Wentling (1977) that observations of the students are useful
for assessing the general progress of special populations
learners. As in the preassessment process, by observing the
students' behaviors and attitudes, self-esteem, and vocational
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skills and abilities, the vocational instructors identify
specific difficulties the students encounter or changes that may
be needed in the program itself to increase the progress of each
student. Albright (1478) indicated, "Through careful observa-
tions, the teacher cau diagnose student difficulties and take
corrective steps before inappropriate patterns sec in" (p. 2).

Summary

Student evaluations inform the students, the vocational
instructor, the parents, and the vocational administration of
student progress in vocational programs. The information
obtained through special populations student evaluations provides
vocational educators with a basis for identifying what modifica-
tions are necessary to increase the students' level of perform-
ance. Sometimes, the characteristics of special population
students prevent instructors from accurately assessing them,
therefore, modifications in the techniques useé .re often
necessary. The most commonly used techniques consist of formal
testing, performance testing, work simulation, and observations.

Key characteristics relating to student evaluation in effec-
tive secondary vocational education programs for special popula-
tions include the following:

O Student evaluation should involve moni toring students'
skill development and personal growth in attitudes and
hehaviors.

o Information obtained through the evaluation process
should be used to inform students, parents, and adminis-
tration of student progress and what is necessary to
improve performance.

O Traditional techniques of student evaluation (e.qg.,
written tests) should be altered (e.g., teachers or aides
read tests, test items are written at lower reading
levels) to assess special populations students accu-
rately and according to their unique characteristics.

o Techniques most often used for evaluating special popula-
tions students should include formal testing (paper-and-
pencil tests), performance testing., work simulation, and
observations.
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CHAPTER 4

SUMMARY OF EFFECTIVE CHARACTERISTICS

Tt is appropriate to view the summary of effective charac-
teristics in 1light of some of the contextual characteristics
surrounding secondary vocational education programs for speci.al
populations and the methodological dimensions of this study.
Given the variation in the characteristics of the categories of
special populations (handicapped, disadvantaged, limited English-
proficient, single parent, and individuals enrolled in programs
designed to eliminate sex bias and sex sterectyping) one must be
cautious about assuming equal applicability of an effective
characteristic across all catesgories.

One of the strengths of secondary vocational education
programs for special populations is the diversity of goals,
programs, services, students, staff, curriculum, and methods of
instruction. The attention given to the unique needs of each
individual contributes substantially to the success of programs,
Given these essential, unique features it is critical to remember
that the findings in one setting are transferable to another
setting only to the extent that those settings possess character-
istics similiar to the settings studied.

Caution should be exercised in interpreting the character-
istics of effective programs. The identification of effective
characteristics does not automatically translate into the goals
for all programs desiring to be exemplary. Effective character-
istics are context specific; what works in one site may or may
not work in another site for a multitude of reasons.

EFFECTIVE CHARACTERISTICS

The following characteristics are based on the integration
of information from current literature, local site visits to
exemplary secondary vocational education programs for special
populations, aad meil surveys to state coordinators of secondary
vocational education programs for special populations:

© Community Setting

~ School personnel should eéncourage parental involvement
in the program,

-~ School personnel should actively and systematically
provide parents with information concernirg programs
and services available to the parents and the stu-
dents.
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Public awareness programs should be included in school
activities.

School personnel should educate employers in order to
dispel common misconceptions about employing special
populations workers.

School personnel should routinely be involved in
developing contacts with employers.

Employers and other community members should hold
positions on school advisory committees.

Classroom Setting and Facilities

The number of students in classe with special popula-
tions students should range from 11-15 students.

Positive social interactions between special popula-
tions students and non special populations students
should be encouraged.

All students should have easy access to and movement
throvgh the classrocm.

Assessment of equipment needs should be made on an
individual basis.

Special equipment that cannot be purchased should be
custom build on the premises.

A school staff member should be assigned the responsi-
bility of obtaining and providing information to
special populations students on the types of special
equipment avuilable.

School p¢ _sonnel should put forth an extra effort to
accaommodate the architectural and equipment needs of
the students.

Personnel Characteristics

Staff should be willing to experiment and should be
innovative in the search for the most effective methods
of teaching each special populations student.

Teachers should be positive role models and should
attempt to alleviate social rejection by the students!
classmates.
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- School personnel should be non biased toward special
populations students.

- School personnel should enjoy working with special
populations students and should be willing and abie to
work with each student on an individual basis,

- School personnel should show patience when working with
students,

- Teachers should have confidence in their abilities to
work with special populations students.

- Administrators should have positive attitudes toward
accommodating special populations students and be
supportive of teachers.

- School personnel should have expertise in their subject

field and additional training to work with special
populations students.

Finances

- Multiple sources of funds are coordinated to maximize
their effective and efficient use.

- Funds are available to maintain up-to-date equipment
and materials.

Preassessment

- Identification of learning styles, physical and/or
behavior problems, and vocational interests and abili-
ties should begin as early in the student's educational
program as possible, particularly before the student
enters high school or a vocational program.

- Preassessment should be included as a part of career
education or career exploration programs.

- Vocational evaluators should conduct the diagnosis and

should prepare the recommendations for all interested
parties,

- A variety of assessment tools and methods should be
used during the preassessment process includirg back-
ground data (student's family background, medical
information, and educational performance), personal
interview (student's interests, attitudes, and
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behaviors); formalized testing (documented data on
students' basic skills and vocational aptitudes and
abilities); hands-on assessment (student experiences
the type of work involved in the vocational program):
and exit interview (information is distributed to all
intecrested parties).

0 Individual Education Plan

All persons responsible for the handicapped student
should be involved in the development of the individual
education plan (e.g., parents, vocational counselors,
special education teachers, vocational teachers).

The staff of the vocational education department should
be included in the preparation of the vocational com-
ponent of the individual education plan, particularly
the instructors who will be working with the hand.-
capped student.

Coordination should occur between the special education
and the vocational education instructors in implement-
ing the objectives stated in the individualized educa-
tion plan and in evaluating the extent to which the
goals arc achieved.

0 Modifying Curriculum

Modifications should be made based on the students'
individual needs identified through the vocational

assessment process and the individualized education
plans.

Professionals such as vccational instructors, special
education teachers, special populations coordinators,
and administrators should work together to modify the
curriculum.

Modifications should include changing the instructional
content, the instructional practices, and the instruc-
tional materials to coordinate with students' needs.

Instructional content should ke adjusted to focus on
subject areas that include self-esteem, basic ckills,
work attitudes and behaviors, job seeking skills,

independent living skills, and prevocational and voca-
tional skills.
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Teachers should use a variety of alternative methods
and strategies for instruction based on the levels and
learning styles of students (e.g., individ.alized
instruction, competency-based instruction, job simula-
tion, on the job training, computer-aided instruction,
audiovisual aids, and group instruction).

Instructional materials should be developed by special
education, vocational personnel, and other school
personnel to address individual needs.

Materials used for special populations should include
hands-on activities for students.

Support Services

Support services should be provided for special popula-
tions students and the vocational instructors.

A full-time coordinator should be assigned to ensure

that the appropriate services are identifici and moni-
tored.

A combination of educational agencies and community-
based organizations should be involved in providing
services to special populations (i.e., health,

social service, welfare, and rehabilitatior agencies,
vocational education, special education, and regular
education organizations).

An effective and supportive administration should
ensure the implementation of services for vocational
instructors and for the special population student.

Inservice activities should be provided that address
appropriate topics and iavolve qualified special popu-
lations professionals on a consultative basis.

Vocational instructors should have teacher aides or
volunteers available for assistance with instruction in
or out of the classroom.

Vocational support staff should be available to assist
vocaticnal instructors with any problems.

Program Evaluation

Teachers, students, administrators, parents, and others
who are involved in the program should also be involwved
in the evaluation of the program.
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- A variety of input, process, and outcome variables
should be considered during the evaluation.

- Evaluation reports should be used for program planning,
improvement, accecuntability, and legal compliance.

0 Student Evaluation

- Student evaluation should involve monitoring students!'
skill development and personal growth in attitudes and
behaviors.

- Information obtained through the evaluation process
should be used to inform students, parents, and admin-
istration of student progress and what is necessary to
improve performance.

- Traditional techniques of student evaluation (e.g.,
written tests) should be agltered (e.g., teachers or
aides read test, or test items are wri*+*3:n at lower
reading levels) to assess special popu.ations students
accurately and according to their unique character-
istics.

- Techniques most often used for evaluating special
populations students should include formal testing
(paper-and-pencil tests), performance testing, work
simulation, and observations.

0 Student Characteristics

Although not a part of the search for characteristics of
effective programs, analysis of the data revealed the following
general characteristics of special populations students in
secondary vocaticnal education programs.

- Immature behavior

- Short attention span

- Easily frustrated and bored

- Negative self-image and lack of self-confidence
- Lack of communication skills

- Performance below grade level

- Poor health characteristics

- Family income generally at or below poverty level
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On the basis of the data reviewed and findings of character-
istics of effective vocational education programs, the following
recommendations are made for further research.

- In-deptn research is needed concerning the problems of
delivering effective vorational education programs for
the specific categories of special populations {e.g.
single parents, limited English proficient, and so
forth). There are many common elements across all
categories, but the specific nuances are critical when
attempting to maximize program outcomes.

- The problems of =valuating secondary vocational educa-
tion programs for special populations are not signifi-
cantly different from evaluating all vocational educa-
tion programs. Extensive rescarch and development is
needed concerning appropriate evaluation frameworks and
nore meaningful ways to involve program stakeholders.




APPENDIX A

STUDY CONSULTANTS

The following individuals provided advice regarding various
phases of t e study.

Edgar I. Farmer
North Carolina State University

Seymour Lesh
National Child Labor Committee

o)

James P, Lewis
Pennsylvania Department of Education

L. Allen Phelps
University of Illinois
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APPENDIX B

MAIL QUESTIONNAIRE
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CONF IDENT 1AL - FOR RESEARCH YOUR PARTICIPATION [N —
No. PURPOSES ONLY THIS STUDY IS VOLUNTARY

DETERMINING FACTORS OF EFFECTIVE
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS
AND EVALUATION PROCEDURES
FOR SPECIAL POPULATIONS

Conducted by: Sponsored by:
The Natlonal Center for Of fice of Vocational and

Research in Yocatlional Education Adult Education -
The Ohlo State Unlversity U.S. Education Department

In cooperation with your \
State Department of Education ~—

Name: Title:

State : Phone no. ( ) -

Please check the special populations category(s) for which you are responsible.
(Check all that apply)

[ J HANDICAPPED INDIVIDUALS

[ J DISADVANTAZED INDIVIDUALS

[ ] SINGLE PARENTS

C ] INDIVIDUALS WITH LIMITED ENGLISH PROF IC IENCY

C J INDIVIDUALS WHO PARTICIPATE [N PROGRAMS DESIGNED TO ELIMINATE
SEX BIAS AND STEREOTYPING IN VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

IN ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS, PLEASE LIMIT YOUR RESPONSES TO THE CATEGORY(S)
YOU CHECKED ABOVE.

THANK YOU
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WHY WE NEED YOUR HELP . . .

Your state Is help!ng in a natlonal study on vocational education. You have
been selected as a representative of your state to help with this study to
determine factors relating to effective programs for speclal populations
(hand Icapped individuals, dIsadvantaged Indlviduals, single parents, indl-
viduals with Iimitad Engllish proficiency, and Indlviduals who participate in
programs designed to eliminate sex blas and stereotyping In vocational educa~
tlon), and to identify essentlal methods and procedures for evaluating voca-

tlonal programs for speclal populations. Your answers are very Important for
the success of thls study.

HOW CAN YOU HELP . . .

On the next page, you will find questlons about vocational programs for special
populations. A number of questions can be answered by placing a check mark */"
in the brackets, or by responding to an open-ended question. Please answer al |

Items as accurately as possible. If you are unsure of a response, leave that
question or tha* part of the question blank.

Exampla: How important ara the following factors for apacial populations studsnts in

obtaining Jobs?

Skills

Extremaly Very Scmewhat A Little Not At ALL
Important Important Importaent Important Important
1. Appearance [ {a] (3] [2) [1]
2. Basic Skills (6] [0!/ &) (2] {1l
3. Job Spacific o (4] [3) (2l (1]

Please return the completed

questlonnalre in the postage-pald, preaddressed

enveloped provided.
This information is CONF IDENTIAL; no data will be assocclated with the name of

any Individual or state. Note that we will have a code number on the question-
nalre. This will only be used for fol low-up purposes, and for data analysls.
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1. For vocational education personnel in your state who work with special
populations (handicapped, disadvantaged, |imited English proficlent, single
parents, sex equity), are there any REQUIRED inservice nducation activities
which focus on more effectively serving the above five groups?

(Circle number of your answer)

1 YES
2 NO

(1f YES) what content areas are addressed for each special population |lsted below?

1 HARDICAPPED:
2 DISADVANTAGED:
3 LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENT:

4 SINGLE PARENYS:

5 SEX EQUITY:

2. For vocational education personnel who work with special population stu-
dents in your state, how many Inservice education hours are allotted to
topics deailing with special populations? :

(Please indicate for each group) Number of Hours
_1285-86 _1984-85 -1985-84
1 HANDICAPPED: Hrs. rs. Hrs.

e —— —

2 DISADVANTAGED:

3 LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENT:

4 SINGLE PARENTS:

5 SEX EQUITY:
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3. Do you feel that each of the followlng groups should particlipate In
inservice educatlon actlvitles which address workling with special popu-
latlons? (Please check your response for each group)

YES NO
1 ADMINISTRATORS (1] [2]
2 SPECIAL POPULATIONS COORDINATORS [1] [2]
3 VOCATIONAL TEACHERS (SPECIAL) [1] [2]
4 VOCATIONAL TEACHERS (MAINSTREAM) [1] [2]
5 ACADEMIC TEACHERS 1] [2]
6 VOCATIONAL COUNSELORS [:] (2]
7 VOCATIONAL EVALUATLRS C1] [2]
8 OTHER {please specify) (1] [2]

4. What was the votal vocatlonal education programming budget for speclal
populations during the past 5 years?

{(Pleass write in funding emounts for each cetegory}
Liaitod English

Hendicapped Disadvantagsd Proficient Single Rareats Sax Equity
Fedoral Stcta | Federal Stats | Fadarel Siste | Fadarol 8tate | Federal Stats

1981-62 | 8 s s s (] s $ s s )
198283 | & 8 ) s s s s s $ s
198384 | ¢ s s ] s s s s N
198455 | 8 s s s s ¢ s s s s
1965-88 | & ) s s ] s ¢ s s s

5. How adequate do you feel your current budget Is with respect to meeting the
vocatlonal educatlon needs of speclal populatlions In your area?

(Check number of your answer for each group)

Not Somewhat Very
Adequate = Adequate = Adequate = Adequzie
1 Handlicapped Cy] £2] (3] C4]
2 Dlsadvantaged [1] £2] £33 C4]
3 Llimited English Proficient 1] [2] 3] 4]
4 Single Parents L1l £2] £33 C4]
§ Sex Equlty L1] £2] 3] C4]
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6. How effective do you feel the evaluation of vocational education programs
for special populations is in your state?

(Circle number of your answer for each group)

Not Somewhat Very
Effective  Effective  Effective Effective
1 Handicapped C1] [2] C3] C4]
2 Disadvantaged C1] [2] [3] C4]
3 Limited English C1] C2] £3] £4]
Proficient

4 Single Parents C1] [2] C3] C4]
5 Sex Equity C1] [2] [3] 4]

7. What percentage of the total budget for vocational education programs for
special populations is al lotted for:

(Please write in percentage)

1 Curriculum Development

Equipment and Materials Modification
Program Evaluation

Vocatlonal Assessment

Inservice Education

Other ______ (Please specify)

O\ sNWwWN
‘b2 A B 3R BQ 2

8. Who has the primary responsibility for evaluating vocational education pro-
grams for speclal populations at the state and local levels?

1 STATE LEVEL:
2 LOCAL LEVEL:

9. Who Is Involved In the evaluaiion of local vosational education programs
for special populations?

YES NO
1 ADMINISTRATORS [1] [2]
2 SPECIAL POPULATIONS [1] [2]
3 VOCATIONAL TEACHERS (SPECIAL) [1] [2]
4 VOCATIONAL TEACHERS (MA[NSTREAM) [1] [2]
5 ACADEMIC TEACHERS [13 2]
6 VOCATIONAL COUNSELORS [1] [2]
7 VOCATIONAL EVALUATORS [1] [2]
8 EMPLOYERS [1] [2]
9 CURRENT STUDENTS 1] [2]
10 FORMER STUDENTS (1] 2]
11 OTHER (Please specify) 1] [2]
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10.

Do your feel each of the following groups SHOULD be Involved In the evalu-
atlon of local vocatlonal education programs for speclal populatlons?

(Please check your response for wsach group)

-
- O VW ONOWUVE WN —

-—

1

ADMINISTRATORS
SPECIAL POPULATIONS
VOCATIONAL TEACHERS (SPECIAL)
VOCATIONAL TEACHERS (MAINSTREAM)
ACADEMIC TEACHERS
VOCAT IONAL COUNSELORS
VOCATIONAL EVALUATORS
EMPLOYERS

CURRENT STUDENTS
FORMER STUDENTS

OTHER (Please specify)

populations?

INPUT VARIABLES:

2 PROCESS VARIABLES:

3 OUTCOME VARIABLES:
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YES
[1]

C1]
[1]
C1]
C1]
C1]
1]
[1]
C1]
[1]
C1]

NQ

(2]
[2]
(2]
2]
2]
[2]
[2]
2]
[2]
2]
2]

11. w#hat Input (e.g., classroom settlng, teacher skills, peer group charac=-
terlstics), process (e.g., Instructlonal content a
strategles), and outcome (e.
polnt average,

nd equlpment teaching
g+» Job placement rate, employer needs, grade
educational placement rate) varlasbles do you take Into
conslderatlon when evaluating vocatlonal programs for special needs




12.

13.

Are different standards used to evaluate SPECIAL versus MAINSTREAM
vocatlonal educatlon programs for special populations?

(Circle number of your answer)
1 YES

(If YES) How do they differ?

2 NO

(1f NO) Do you feel they should be dlfferent? Please explaln.

Are different evaluation Instruments used for evaluating SPECIAL versus
MAINSTREAM vocational education programs for speclal populations?

(Clrcle number of your answer)
1 YES

(1f YES) How do they differ?

2 NO

(1f NO) Do you =l they should be different? Please explain.
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14.

15.

What types of evaluation instruments are used for evaluating vocational
education programs for special populations?

(Please explain for each group)

1 HANDICAPPED:

2 DISADYANTAGED:

3 LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENT:

4 SINGLE PARENTS:

Do you evaluate the involvement of community-based organizations In voca-
tional programs for speclal populations?

(Circle number of your answer)
1 YES
2 NO

(1f YES) What criteria do you use to assess the benefits of such Involvement?
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16. What are the major problems with evaluating vocatlonal education programs
fer speclal populations?

(Please address each group as necessary)

1 HANDICAPPED:

2 DISADVANTAGED:

3 LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENT:
4 SINGLE PARENTS:

5 SEX EQUITY:

17. What types of evaluation reports (e.g., followup studles, program revlew

reports) are required by the state with respect to vocational programs for
special populations?
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18. How are these evaluation reports used to |
special populations? Please explain.

Method

Computer Assisted Instruct
Individualized Instruction
Group Instruction

Team Teaching

Peer Tutoring

Role Flaying

Simulation

Field Trips

O N O U b W N e

Method

Computer Assisted Instruct
Individualized Instruction
Group Instruction

Team Teaching

Peer Tutoring

Roie Playing

Simulation

Fleld Trips

R NV D W N e

fon

fon
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[1]
[1]
C1]
C1]
C1]
Ci]
C1]
C1]

Orai

Communication Sclence Solving

[1]
(1]
[1]
1]
[1]
01]
1]
C1]

[2]
[2]
£2]
[2]
C2]
[2]
2]
[2]

mprove vocational programs for

19. What exemplary teaching and Instructional imethods have been used to
strengthen the academic basic skills of special populations?

(Please check al | that apply for each group)

Reading Mriting Computational

[2]
[2]
[2]
[2]
[2]
[2]
[2]
[2]

£33
£3]
[3]
[3]
C3]
[3]
[3]
[3]

[3]
[3]
[3]
[3]
[3]
£3]
[3]
[3]




20. What kinds of teaching and Instructional methods have you found to be most
ef fective with special populations In vocational education?

(Please address each group as necessary)

1 HANDICAPPED:

2 DISADVANTAGED

3 LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENT:

4 SINGLE PARENTS:

5 SEX EQUITY:

21. In your opinion, what academic basic skills are most In need of strength-
ening for special popuiations enrolled in vocational education programs?

(Please check all that appiy for each group)

Mriting Qccupational

1 Handicapped [1] [2] £33
2 Disadvantaged C1] [2] £33
3 limited English Proficlent [1] [2] [3]
4 Single Parents C1] [2] [3]
Oral
Mathod Communication Sclence Selving
1 Computer Assisted instruction 1] [2] (3]
2 Individualized Instruction [1] [2] £3]
3 Group instruction C1] [2] [31
4 Team Teaching C1] [2] (3]
5 Peer Tutoring C1] C2] [3]
6 Role Playing C1] [2] £3]
7 Simulation C1] [2] (3]
8 Field Trips [1] C2] £3]
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22. Do collaborative efforts exisi between academlc and vocational education

teachers to strengthen the academic skills of speclal populations In vesa-
tlonal education?

1 YES
2 NO

(1 YES) Please explain

23. Are Indlvidual Ized Education Plans (1EP) serving thelr Intended purpose
(Circle number of your answer)

1 YES
2 NO

24. What should be Included in the Indlividual 1zed Education Plan (1EP), that

addresses the academlc basic skllls of speclial populatlions In vocational
education? Please explain.
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25. Under what condlitions should special populations students be placed In
speclal or malnstream vocatlonal education programs?

(Please address each group as necessary)

1 HANDICAPPED:

2 DISADVANTAGED:

3 LIMITED ENGLISH PROF ICIENT:

4 SINGLE PARENTS:

26. Compared to students who are not classified as special populatlons, what
problems have you encountered that you would consider unique to working
with those students?

(Please address each group as necessary)

1 HANDICAPPED:

2 DISADVANTAGED:

3 LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENT:

4 SINGLE PARENTS:
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27. What are the major Issues that remain
+ional educatlon programming for spec

1 HANDICAPPED:

2 DISADVANTAGED:

3 LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENT:

4 SINGLE PARENTS:

1ng

unresolved with respsct to voca-
lal populations?

(Please address each group as necessary)




28,

What types of support services are avaliable In your state for local level

vocatlonal education programming for speclal populations?

(Please check all that apply for each group)

W @ N O U o NN -

[y
N - O

O O 4 O N & W N =

Y
N - O

Support Services Handicapped  Disadvantaged
Speclal Instruction (1] [23
Transportation [1] [2]
Child Care 1] [2]
Stipends C1] (2]
Counseling C1] [2]
Supplles and Materlals (1] [2]
Adaptation of Currliculum C1] [2]
Speclal Equipment [1] 2]
Speclal Facllitles 1] (2]
Job Placement C1] [2]
Vocatlonal Assessment C1] [2]
Other (please specify)

Single Sex
Suppor?t Services Parents ~  Equity
Speclfal Instruction C1] [2]
Transportation £1] 2]
Chlid Care (1] 2]
Stipends (1] (2]
Counseling C1] [2]
Supplles and Materlals C1] [2]
Adaptation of Curriculum 1] 2]
Speclal Equipment 1] 2]
Speclal Facliities C1] (2]
Job Placement [1] (2]
Vocatlonal Assessment: C1] 2]
Other (please spec!fy)

98

Limited
Engl Ish

Proflicient
3]
£3]
£3]
3]
£3]
3]
£33
3]
£3]
3]
£z




29.

Which year of schoolling should speclal populations students be glven a
prevocational or an occupaticnally specific vocatlonal education?

(Please check for each group)

Prevocational
Elemantary Jdunlor High
(1-6) (7-9) (10-12)
1 Handicapped (1] (2] [3]
2 Disadvantaged C1] [2] [3]
3 Limlited English Proficlent [1] [2] [3]
4 Single Parents C1] [2] £33
! fic
v
(1-6) (7-9) (10-12)
1 Handicapped [1] [2] [3]
2 Dlsadvantaged C1] [2] [3]
3 tLimlted Engllish Proficlent (1] £2] £3]
4 Single Parents [1] [2] [3]

What percentage of the speclal populations In your state are currently
enrolled In each of the followlng vocatlonal sducation service areas?

Limlted
English

Service Areas
1 Agricultural Educatlon

Handicapped Dlsadvantaged
_ % 4

2 Buslness and Offlce

Educatlon
3 Home Economics
4 Health Occupatlons E.ucatlon

5 Marketing and Distributive
Educatlon

6 Technlcal Educatlon

7 Trade and Industrlal
Educatlon

Service Areas
1 Agricultural Educatlon

2 Buslness and Offlce
Educatlon

3 Home Economlcs
4 Health Occupatlons Education

5 Marketing and DistrIbutlve
Educatlon

6 Technlcal Educatlon

7 Trade and Industrlal
Educatlon

single Parent  Sex Equity
— % _— %

————e
R ————

.

9
1n8
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31.

Please Indicate the percentage of special populations students who ara

enrolled In vocational education programs in your state by ethnic back-

ground for the 1985-86 school year?

(Please indicate percent for each group)

N

o O, 5 W

N =

A U s W

Asian American or Paciflc
Islander

Black (not Hispanic)
Hispanic

White (not Hispanic)
Other (please specify)

Etbniclity Handicapped
American Ind'an or Alaskan R
Asian American or Pacific
Islander
Black (not Hispanic)
Hispanic
White (not Hispanic)
Other (please specify)
Limited
Engl Ish
Ethnicity Proticient
Amerlcan Indian or Alaskan 9

Dlsadvantaged
R

single Parefnt

32. What percentage of the special populatlions students enrolled In vocatlonal
education programs In your state have been placed in Jobs during the past
5 fiscal years?
Limited
English
Handicappad Dlsadvantaged Broficlent
FY 1981-82 % % N
FY 1982-83
FY 1983-48
FY 1984-85
FY 1985-86
100
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33. What percentage of the special populations students enrolled In your state
have comp leted vocational education programs during the past 5 fiscal
years?

(Please Indicate percent for each group)

Limited
Eng!ish
Hand Icapped Dlsadvantaged Proficient Slingle Parents
FY 1981-82 . 4 S Y S
FY 1982-83
FY 1983-48
FY 1984-85
FY 1985-86

34. What percentage of the special populations students enrolled in vocational

education programs In your state have dropped out of school during the
past 5 fiscal years?

(Please indicate percent for each group)

Limited
English
Hend icapped Disadvantaged Proficient sSingle Parents
FY 1981-82 I —_— 4 ¢ _— 3
FY 1982-83
FY 1983-48
FY 1984-85
FY 1985-86

35. What percentage of special populations students who enrolled in vocational
education programs In your state are male and female for the 1985-86
school year?

(Please indicate percemage for each group)

Limited
English

HandIcapped Dlsadvantaged Proficient i P o}
1 Male N 4 — g —_— g - 9
2 Female

——————re
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